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East London MP and Searchlight 
expose BNP civil war threat 


Searchlight in demanding action against the British National Party over 


QO ona King, Labour MP for Bethnal Green and Bow, has joined 


its activities and publications directed at the East End of London. After 
Searchlight drew her attention to current BNP propaganda directed at an area 
that includes her constituency, she promised she would raise the matter with the 
Home Secretary and the Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police. 


According to John Tyndall, leader of the 
BNP and owner-editor of Spearhead maga- 
zine, it is civil war time in the East End. With 
the growing presence of BNP and National 
Front thugs in the area, this may be intended 
as a self-fulfilling prophecy. 

Despite the public recriminations in 
Spearhead about the failed merger between 
the BNP and the National Front, clearly 
Tyndall and his heir apparent, Nick Griffin, 
are still trying to allay the well founded fears 
of NF members of a very unequal takeover 
under the excuse of nationalist unity. 

In reality, just below the surface, a fair 
degree of cooperation already exists among 
the foot soldiers, as witnessed on the streets 
of east London and on the anti-Roma refugee 
marches behind the NF banner at Dover. 

Last year the rising star of the BNP in east 
London was a young member Dave Hill. 
After an internal row over his failure to pro- 
tect his leader from a thumping at Stratford 
last September, he was given the boot from 
his local post. 

Since then a number of things have 
changed in the wards where the BNP held 
high hopes of doing well in next month’s 
local elections. Linda Cooper has defected to 
the NF after rapidly passing through the Ku 
Klux Klan. She will now stand for the NF in 
the key Lansbury ward, long coveted by the 
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BNP. A lot of street activity, some of it vio- 
lent, is now taking place there, attended by 
members of both the BNP and the NF. 

Hill reemerged at Dover last month, march- 
ing at the head of the NF demonstration 
alongside the NF’s leader, John McAuley. Yet 
at the same time he turned up again on the 
pages of Spearhead as a spokesman for the 
BNP in the East End. 

The recidivist criminal BNP national elec- 
tions officer, Tony Lecomber, has always 
favoured the use of activists from a variety of 
groups to go out and do the hitting. The latest 
attempts at political cross fertilisation are, 
therefore, nothing new for him. 

The root of the current problem lies not in 
the makings of a race war, as the BNP claims, 
but in ordinary juvenile street crime, which 
had led to two attacks on white lads in the 
area by young Asian criminals. Since the 
BNP and NF stepped in to stir the pot by 
putting a racial spin on events, the attacks 
have become racial, with Asians attacked in 
the streets and a Halal butchers stoned. The 
fascists having set things in motion, Tyndall 
then writes about a civil war situation in the 
area with race at its heart. 

What is occurring is the cynical exploita- 
tion of a bad local situation by the BNP, the 
NF and some activists from extreme Muslim 
groups. Events have created a_ strange 
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symbiosis between what would normally be 
opposing groups. 

More than 2,000 Muslims marched in 
protest early last month against a threatened 
loss of the car park of the main mosque in 
Whitechapel for redevelopment. The commu- 
nal elders saw this as a local issue until hard- 
line Muslim extremists moved in and started 
to make calls for objectives far beyond the 
question of the car park. 

Parents and community leaders were 
appalled to see that the majority of demon- 
strators on the march were aged between 13 
and 15. They are being led down a path that 
can only make community relations in the 
area worse. Searchlight knows that there are 
links between some members of the Islamic 
Party of the United Kingdom and outright 
nazis, and clearly the events in east London 
are being exploited by both outfits without 
any thought to the risk to which they are 


il: 


Top left: Dave Hill, a key BNP east London activist, on the NF’s Dover 


march. Top and above: Linda Cooper and her partner in nastiness, 
Alex (centre above), also spending a day at the seaside with the NF, 
while back home in Tower Hamlets the threats and intimidation 
grow daily. Sorry, Alex, only Elvis could really curl a lip, you’re a very 
poor imitation. Left: another BNP trouble-maker, Terrence Bowden 
from Stockport, where he is the new BNP organiser. Bowden and 
his family have strong loyalist links. Here he is seen protesting 
against the peace process in Whitehall last December. 


putting the whole community. 

A return to the worst “Paki 
bashing” days of the 1970s is 
possible, as cars and vans cruise close to the 
Asian heartland of Brick Lane, the scene of 
violence and murder more than 20 years ago. 
The skinhead occupants of the vehicles are 
armed with baseball bats. 

The police are said to be running a special 
operation, Hawkeye, in the area but nobody 
sees them when neighbours of Linda and 
Alex Cooper are threatened and their vehicles 
smashed up. 

So what are the local authorities doing? 
Full-time council officers are trying their best 
to use their power to remove racist tenants 
from council housing. But in the ruling 
Labour Party many sitting councillors are 
being swept away through deselections. They 
are being replaced by young New Labour 
apparatchniks who appear to want to avoid 
even discussing racial issues. Among those 
deselected are some with proud records of 
opposing fascism in the area. 


As we go to press the BNP were lining up a 
team of activists — thugs from all over the 
home counties — to move into the area to 
increase the political and violence stakes. 

Searchlight still believes, as we did after 
the election of Derek Beackon as a nazi 
councillor on the Isle of Dogs in 1993, that it 
is the community itself that can most effec- 
tively stop the extremists. But local people 
should expect and demand the support of 
those they have elected to Parliament to look 
after their interests, and those newly adopted 
candidates who will stand in next month’s 
council elections. 

Let us hope that Home Secretary Jack 
Straw and Police Commissioner Sir Paul 
Condon will take Ms King’s demand for 
action against the BNP’s racial incitement 
seriously. If steps are not taken soon to stop 
the growing cancer of nazi activity in the East 
End, when the millennium dome opens in two 
years, people looking out from it might see 
only what remains of Tower Hamlets after the 
extremists have got through with it. 
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Disciples of the ‘Dark Side’ 


David Myatt now and in the early 
1970s (above right). He is believed to 
have shaved off his long-time beard 
again recently to disguise himself 


avid Myatt was proud to become 
D leader of the NSM. Though initially 

reluctant, he accepted an invitation to 
head the organisation soon after it was 
formed. A man who had committed himself 
to 32 years of political activity, he had at last 
found an organisation in which he was entire- 
ly comfortable. But what was not known to 
many NSM members was that this was not 
the only group with which he was involved. 
Myatt is a leading member of the Order of 
Nine Angles (ONA), a satanic group that is 
considered extreme even by other satanists 
throughout the world. 

Formed by Myatt himself in the early 
1980s, the ONA is a secret society that prides 
itself on following “traditional Satanism”, 
belittling other groups as weak impostors. 
Indeed, it takes great delight in extolling its 
dark connotations. To it, “the ‘conventional 
descriptions’ of the Devil or Satan are basi- 
cally childish Nazarene images. The reality is 
far more terrifying and evil.” 

ONA advocates what satanists refer to as 
“the Left Hand Path”, its specific goal being 
the creation of a new type of individual. ONA 
material contains a bizarre array of rituals and 
neo-nazi homage, almost all with some sexual 
connotations and involving some form of 
dressing up. The Mass of Heresy, contained 
in the ONA’s Black Book of Satan, is intend- 
ed to be performed before an altar decorated 
with a swastika banner and a framed photo- 
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filtration of the National Socialist Movement 


The National Socialist Movement (NSM) is Britain’s newest neo-nazi 
political grouping. Formed out of a split in Combat 18 in July 1997, the 
NSM produces several publications, has held meetings in Oxford, Essex 
and Northern Ireland, and has recently been working closely with the 


National Front. 


However, unbeknown to most people even within the organisation, it 
has attracted some of the most extreme satanists in Britain. Followers of 
organisations that support human sacrifice, perverted sexual practices 
and Hitler-worshipping rituals have embedded themselves within this 


In_ this 


neo-nazi group. Some have had links with 
known paedophiles. 
intervention is David Myatt, the self-proclaimed 
leader of the NSM. 
special 
exposes the secret connections between several 
of Britain’s most fanatical satanist groups and 
the NSM. We also show that other senior 
members of the NSM have been fully aware of 
what was going on. 


Heading this satanist 


investigation Searchlight 


graph of Hitler. With a copy of Mein Kampf 
on the altar, the congregation chant: 

“We believe 

Adolf Hitler was sent by our gods 

To guide us to greatness. 

We believe in the inequality of races 

And in the right of the Aryans to live 
According to the laws of the folk.” 


Human sacrifice 


The same book contains the Ceremony of 
Recalling, performed on the summer solstice. 
This ritual, which is preceded by the con- 
sumption of cakes containing marijuana, 
involves several perverted sexual acts and 
concludes with the killing of the chosen one. 
On the next new moon, the congregation con- 
sumes cakes containing the sacrificial vic- 
tim’s blood. 

While some ONA apologists have claimed 
that this ceremony only involves either a 
symbolic sacrifice or a voluntary one, the 
ONA’s own publications suggest a more dis- 
turbing agenda. In A Gift for the Prince — A 
Guide to Human Sacrifice the ONA expands 
on its sickening support for human sacrifice. 

“An involuntary sacrifice is when an indi- 
vidual or individuals are chosen by a group, 
Temple or Order. Such sacrifices are usually 
sacrificed on the Spring Equinox, although if 
this is not possible for whatever reason, 
another date may be used. While voluntary 
sacrifices are always all male (and usually 
twenty-one years of age) there are no restric- 
tions concerning involuntary sacrifices other 
than the fact that they are usually in some 
way opponents of Satanism or the Satanic 
way of living. 

“Candidates are zealous interfering 
Nazarenes, those (e.g. journalists) attempting 
to disrupt in some way established Satanist 


groups or Orders, political/business individu- 
als whose activities are detrimental to the 
Satanic spirit, and those whose removal will 
aid the sinister dialectic and/or improve 
human stock.” 

They go on to argue that those selected for 
the “cull”, as they prefer to call this murder”, 
really choose themselves. “They reveal their 
worthless character or their suitability by 
what they do, or not do in real life. Thus, a 
culling is akin to an act of natural justice. 

“There are three ways of conducting an 
involuntary sacrifice: (1) by magickal means 
(e.g. the Death Ritual); (2) by some person or 
persons directly killing the sacrifice(s); (3) by 
assassination.” 

Among the assassination methods recom- 
mended by Myatt and the ONA is the recruit- 
ment of gullible or unwitting accomplices. 
Should sacrificial ritual be chosen, however, 
it is required that the killers should revel in 
the victim’s blood. 

Because of the ONA’s utter contempt for 
other groups for straying from the true 
satanist path, it must be presumed that the 
ONA has indeed carried out some human sac- 
rifices in the past. This they even boast about. 
“Traditional Satanist groups have and still do 
conduct human sacrifices, regarding it as not 
only a very powerful form of magick but also 
a means of drawing to the earth the darkest of 
dark powers.” 

Some observers are less convinced that the 
ONA’s sacrifices are genuine, preferring to 
believe that they are simply a product of its 
followers’ sick imagination. That is not to say 
that they do not continue to pose a threat to 
wider society. “It’s what they inspire others to 
do that is the problem,” one more moderate 
satanist told Searchlight. 

As if to add weight to this argument, he 
recalled an incident involving a teenager in 
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OPENING A 


TO THE DARK GODS | 


To open a Star gate and return the dark Gods, a 
crystal tetrahedron made of quartz should be 
obtained. This crystal should be as large as 
possible, and the nearer in shape toa 
tetrahedron, the better. The Rite of returning 
exists in two versions, and both will be given. 
FIRST VERSION: 
Should take place on the night of the new moon 
with Saturn rising and involves a man and a 
woman assuming the role of Priest and 
Priestess. The rite itself should be conducted on 
an isolated hill-top removed from human 
habitation and begin in the hour following 
sunset. Both participants should be naked. 
The rite begins with the priest vibrating seven 
times the phrase 
"Nythra Kthunao Atazoth". 
The Priestess should hold the crystal in her 
hands, palms outstretched before her. When 
this is complete, the priest places his hands over 
the crystal and both vibrate 
"Binan ath ga wath am" 


as powerfully as possible. Still holding the 
crystal, the priestess should lie with her head 
North, the priest arousing her (Locis Muliebri 
bus..) the sexual union then begins with both 
visualising the Star Gate opening and the 
dreaded primal form of Atazoth coming forth 
from the accusal dimensions, through the gate, 
toward the Earth. Atazoth may be visualised as 
a dark, nebulous chaos - a rend in the fabric of 
star -studded space - which changes into a 
dragon-like entity. After the climax of the union, 
the priestess buries the crystal in the earth of 
the hill saying 
“Aperiatur terra et germinet - CHAOS." 


They then depart from the hill. The second 
version involves nine individuals : a cantor 
(trained in the dark tradition) a priest and a 
Priestess and three male and three female 
participants. They should all be robed , barefoot 
and have about on their person non metallic 
objects. The rite takes place either on the 
Autumnal Equinox or the Winter Solstice. The 
best place to conduct the rite is on a hill top of 


THE LAMP OF THOTH MAGAZINE Vol.V:1 - LOT25 


STAR GATE | 


quartz. The time is right when Venus sets after 
the sun and the moon is near Dabih, or when 
Jupiter and Saturn are both near the Moon which 
is becoming new, the time before dawn. The 
crystal should be placed on a pediment of Oak on 
a sheet of mica. The rite begins with the Cantor 
vibrating in E minor 
Nythra Kthunae Atazoth" 

while the six dance according to their desire 
Moon-wise around the Cantor, Priest and 
Priestess chanting Atazoth. The Cantor vibrates 
seven times after which the priestess touches the 
crystal. The Priest and the Cantor then vibrate 
the "Diabolus” in fourths according to the 
principles of esoteric chant. 


THE DIABOLUS: 


Dies irae, dies illa 

Solvet saeclum in favilla 
Teste Satan cum Sibylla. 
Quantus tremor est Futurus 
Quando vindex est venturus 
Cuncta stricte discussurus 
Aperiatur stella et germinet 
Atazoth et falcifer! 


After this chant, the six begin an orgiastic rite 
according to their desires. The Priest and the 
Priestess then chant the phrase 
“Binan ath ga wath am" 

a fifth (or a fifth and an octave) apart while the 
cantor vibrates the name Atazoth. The Dark 
Gods may then be manifest - initially through 
sound, smell presence and temperature change. 
The priest and priestess should after their chant 
visualize the gate opening while they Join in 
sexual union. 


KNOWLEDGE IS TRUTH | 


Now that the ndiculous allegations about so-called 
Satanic Sexual Cnmes have been proved 
nonsense by the Government inquiry, it is about 
time the true sexual content of Satanic Rites was 
made known. This Stargate rte was donated by 
the Satanic Order of the Nine Angles. Note that 


volcanic rock containing large quantities of 


| sexual activity is neither deviant nor illegal andis | 
H restncted to consenting adults. 


| 
| 
|| individual pur- 
suits. It calls for a 


Sussex who threw himself off a cliff last year, 
after becoming obsessed with satanism and 
the occult. Copies of British National Party 
publications were found in his house. 

Talk of human sacrifices would shock most 
supporters of the NSM, who know nothing of 
their leader’s weird activities. Indeed, Myatt 
has always strenuously denied any connection 
with the occult. In recent weeks he has 
become increasingly concerned about jour- 
nalists closing in on his perverted behaviour. 
In a special NSM Information Bulletin circu- 
lated in February, he claimed that the allega- 
tions were unfounded: “Some years ago Mr 
Myatt challenged to a duel anyone spreading 
this particular despicable and dishonourable 
lie — no one accepted the challenge”. 

If Myatt truly believes that his denials have 
been vindicated because no one took up his 
challenge then his mind is even more warped 
than first imagined. 

Myatt admits that he flirted with satanism 
for a short period in the 1970s, although he 
claims it was simply an attempt to win con- 
verts to national socialism. He goes on to 
assert that satanism and national socialism are 
incompatible. 

Myatt and his satanist friends are less con- 
vinced about the incompatibility of satanism 
and national socialism in their ONA material. 
“National Socialism (with the esoteric excep- 
tion of Traditional Satanism) is the only real 
Heresy in existence, since it is based solely 
on the highest ideals of Honour, Loyalty and 
Duty, championed over and above selfish 


revolution of the 
Soul; a Triumph of the Will; a return of racial 
pride and defiance — of all that epitomises the 
genuine Western ethos. It is a form that can- 
not be bought by The System, and thus the 
only option for the latter is to jail or kill 
National Socialists, and smash through innu- 
merable legislative variations National 
Socialist influence, naturally dormant in the 
Western — or Aryan — people. It is the only 
form which frightens The System, and is thus 
the only form capable of achieving System 
Breakdown. 

“Because it epitomises for the West, numi- 
nosity, National-Socialism is a new religion.” 

ONA supporters live a fanatical lifestyle. 
According to their own documents, members 
are expected to undergo physical and military 
training. They are given “several physical 
(and mental) goals of which the minimum 
standards are (a) walking 32 miles carrying a 
pack weighing not less than 30 Ibs in under 7 
hours over difficult, hilly terrain; (b) running 
20 miles in less than 2 1/2 hours over fell- 
like/mountainous terrain; (c) cycling not less 
than 200 miles in 12 hours.” 

Unsurprisingly, the ONA attracts few con- 
verts, especially as believers also have to 
reach a full understanding of the “Sinister 
Way”. According to the ONA’s literature, at 
most it obtains only one new member a year, 
sometimes not even that, and of these recruits 
only two per decade will attain the title of 
Master or Lady Master. 

Myatt and the ONA hide behind a series of 
Post Office boxes across Britain — in 


The Lamp of Thoth, an occult magazine. Its editor, Chris 
Bray, claims he is opposed to Myatt, so why does Myatt’s 
Order of the Nine Angles get regular space on its pages? 
Above: the reincarnation of evil, an occult view of history 
expounded by Savitri Devi, Tony Williams’s mentor 


Shrewsbury, Hereford, York, Gwent and 
Church Stretton — all leading back to com- 
mercial mailing addresses. However, Myatt is 
not as clever as he attempts to make out, and 
despite his denials, a clear link can be drawn 
between him and the ONA. In many cases 
Myatt’s national socialist publications share 
the ONA’s addresses, such as Thormynd 
Press in Hereford and Reichsfolk from York. 
Satanist publishing houses in New Zealand, 
such as Realist Press and Renaissance Press, 
advertise both sets of publications. 


Abuse 


NSM supporters might also find many of the 
ONA’s sexual antics rather disturbing. In the 
Death Rite, ONA supporters gather to cele- 
brate the death of an adversary. In this bizarre 
ritual, in which the congregation chant: “We, 
the spawn of Chaos”, the ONA curse their 
opponent, who is in fact an imaginary fig- 
urine that has been placed on the womb of a 
naked priestess who is lying on the altar. 

“Kill and laugh and then dance to our 
Prince”, the priest chants, immediately fol- 
lowed by the congregation. 

A few moments later the priest raises his 
voice again: “We have killed and now glory 
in the killing”. The priest shrieks with laugh- 
ter, followed by the congregation, “jumping 
and dancing with glee. They continue until 
the Mistress rings the bells twice.” 

While the congregation dance, counter sun- 
wise, the priest has sexual intercourse on the 
altar with the priestess, the others clapping in 
approval. An orgy then begins. 

There is also evidence of far more sicken- 
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Born shortly after the war, David Myatt 
spent much of his childhood abroad, first in 
Tanzania where his father worked as a diplo- 
mat for the British government, and later in 
the Far East. After spells in overseas public 
schools, Myatt returned to England in his 
mid teens to complete his education. 

His political opinions were formed as he 
turned 16. Reading books about Nazi 
Germany, Myatt became engrossed in the 
“Loyalty, Honour and Duty” displayed by 
the Germans of that period, particularly the 
SS. Admiring the “heroic warrior nature” of 
national socialism, Myatt set about discover- 
ing the ideas behind Adolf Hitler, his search 
eventually bringing him into contact with 
the nazi leader Colin Jordan. 

After dropping out of Hull University 
where he was studying physics, Myatt 
moved to Leeds where he took up full-time 
politics. In January 1974 he formed the 
National Democratic Freedom Movement 
(NDFM) with Eddie Morrison and Joe 
Short, two leading Yorkshire nazis. Short 
had had links with satanism since his teens. 
While a student at Cambridge University, 
Short became the National Front’s first 
national student organiser and was convicted 
of synagogue arson. Like Myatt, he has a 
fascination with the use of mathematical for- 
mulae in the pursuit of satanism. 

Myatt rapidly became disillusioned with 


ing behaviour. Searchlight has been told the 
disturbing story of one prospective ONA 
recruit who travelled to Shropshire to meet 
some of its members. He got far more than he 
bargained for, being virtually gang raped. 

Some ONA members are linked to the 
Rune Guild, an American-run outfit estab- 
lished to celebrate and further Rune imagery. 
Other British followers of this secret group 
include Vivienne West, a transsexual formerly 
known as David Senegoles. A few years ago 
Senegoles was convicted of desecrating a 
grave in Snaresbrook cemetery, where he was 
caught beheading a corpse. Apparently it was 
for use in a ritual to become a woman. 

Even more disturbing behaviour is found in 
the ONA’s internal publication, Fenrir. One 
female member recounts her sexual fantasies 
towards a young girl. “She was twelve at the 
time, a slim thing with long often unruly 
sandy coloured hair whose eyes at times sug- 
gested a sexual understanding of someone 
much older. Sometimes she would look at me 
and smile, as if she knew my secret, thrusting 
her burgeoning breasts out. Sometimes she 
seemed to be saying ‘I want to kiss you’. Yet, 
when these fleeting moments had gone, she 
was just like any other girl of her age. It was 
almost as if those moments the girl goddess 
was teasing and tempting me.” 

Further on she admits to having a relation- 
ship with a 14-year-old girl. The piece is 
accompanied by passages from Myatt’s own 
translation of the Greek lesbian poet Sappho. 

This is nothing less than paedophilia. To 
say that a child was “tempting me” and had 
“a sexual understanding of someone much 
older” are characteristics commonly dis- 
played by paedophiles. Self-denial of the 
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David Myatt: a personal and political odyssey 


the far right, but his frustration was more 
with the leadership, which he believed was 
woefully inadequate. Turning his back on 
political activity, Myatt joined a monastery, 
believing that he might have a vocation as a 
priest. He eventually decided that the 
Church was not for him; he had by this time 
already discovered satanism. 

Myatt returned to the political fray a hard- 
er and more determined man. By this time 
he was close to finalising his theories, 
which, if anything, were a twisted or revi- 
sionist version of national socialism. Rather 
than treating nazism as a purely political ide- 
ology, Myatt saw religious, philosophical 
and spiritual dimensions that he believed 
had been overlooked by others. He regarded 
nazism as a harmonising influence that 
linked man and his environment in a “natu- 
ral way” through irrational mystic bonds of 
racial kinship and the “folk community”. 

Myatt became involved in the National 
Socialist Alliance, the right-wing umbrella 
group run by Combat 18, in 1995, publish- 
ing a regular bulletin, The National 
Socialist. 

As an internal feud tore the leadership of 
Combat 18 apart, Myatt threw his support 
behind Charlie Sargent. When Sargent was 
arrested for murder, this faction was taken 
over by his younger brother, Steve. 
Together, Myatt and Steve Sargent formed 


Fenrir, internal publication of Myatt’s 
satanist Order of the Nine Angles 


behaviour is another attribute of paedophilia: 
elsewhere the ONA refutes any involvement 
with children under 16. 

While no one put their name to this article, 
Searchlight believes the author may be a 
female teacher living in Shropshire who uses 
the name “Hel” within the organisation. She 
too has been associated with the NSM. 


Racial masochism 


The ONA’s fascination with fascism and sex- 
ual ceremonies is of no surprise to some 
observers. Elizabeth Selwyn of the American- 


Joe Short, long-time nazi satanist 
and synagogue arsonist, a close 
associate of Myatt since at least the 
early 1970s 


the National Socialist Movement. Myatt 
became its leader, while Sargent, who has 
several convictions for violence, organised 
its propaganda. 


based Church of Satan believes that the 
ONA’s deep reverence for sex is nothing 


more than the age-old condition of 
masochism — someone who enjoys having 
sexual pain inflicted upon them — something 
which pre-dates fascism, but stems from the 
same source. 

“Tt has been said that those who hold any- 
one else to be worthless are really projecting 
the fact that they believe themselves to be 
worthless,” Selwyn writes. “This is demon- 
strably true. Even a brief acquaintance with a 
fascist will reveal that he/she suffers from an 
inferiority complex. The phrase ‘racial 
masochism’ is well-known. 

“One must also survey the posers. The 
High Priest in his dramatic robe or the Nazi in 
the black uniform and jackboots. Where’s the 
difference? The answer is that the Satanists 
understand the real reason why he is ‘dressing 
up’; the Nazi does not. The Nazi is not intel- 
lectually capable of realising that such trap- 
pings are a masquerade, utilised for the pur- 
pose of reinforcing an image when (in his 
case) no real authority exists. 

“Tn such circumstances, a uniform is a pre- 
tence, in the manner of children playing 
games. It reveals the psychological deficien- 
cies of those who resort to fancy dress to aug- 
ment their macho appearance.” 

John Symonds offers an interesting psycho- 
logical profile of the father of modern day 
satanism, Aleister Crowley. In his book The 
Beast 666, Symonds writes: “What others 
repressed, he expressed. His distinct aim was 
to cover himself in shame; this drove him to 
do disgusting things. He needed perverse 
stimuli [eating] human excreta, menstrual 
blood, and especially drugs. He soon found 


himself living the life of the anti-hero, 
the rebel who pushes every taboo 
aside.” 

The similarities between Crowley and 
Myatt are striking. Both seem unable to 
admit any failings, both preferring to 
write long prose, sometimes hundreds 
of pages, blaming others in the vilest 
way. 

Symonds believed Crowley was mad. 
“But he found a vehicle for his madness 
in magic, or as he preferred to spell it, 
magick, the k standing for kteis, Greek 
for the external genital organs of a 
female. There was always a justification 
in the Great Work for every awful thing 
he did, and his failure to do anything 
decent; when pressed he took refuge in 
the notion that he was in the hands of 
his daemon, Aiwaz.” This enabled 
Crowley to avoid hospitalisation. 


NSM link 


Myatt is not the only satanist connected Tony Williams, leading NSM activist, publisher 
and close associate of David Myatt 


with the NSM. One of the most prolific 
writers for the ONA is Christos Beest, 
who despite being under 30 years old has 
been involved in the ONA for at least seven 


years and has risen to the position of “Outer 
Representative of the Order”. Christos Beest 


is believed to be Richard Moult, an 
intellectual satanist who currently lives, 
like many of the ONA’s supporters, in 
Shropshire. He too has links with the 
NSM. 

Another leading NSM activist who 
combines his involvement in this nazi 
group with the practice of satanism is 
Tony Williams. At a secret NSM meet- 
ing held in Essex before Christmas, 
Williams and Myatt were among the 
three speakers who addressed the 30- 
strong gathering. The other was Steve 
Rowlands, the vice-chairman of the 
National Front. 

Senior activists within the NSM are 
hardly in a position to claim ignorance 
about Myatt’s extra-curricular activities, 
as they themselves warned the far right 
movement several years ago. In 
Redwatch no 8, Combat 18 called on 
the movement to sever links with 
Myatt, Anton Long (believed to be a 
pseudonym for another leading ONA 
member) and Williams. Under the 
headline: “Vile Perverted Scum who are 
Out to Tarnish the Name of National 
Socialism”, Combat 18 stated: 

“These perverts are taking the piss out of 


Victor Norris: nazi terrorist and sex offender 


Another close political and satanic friend of 
Myatt over the years is Vic Norris. Norris’s 
record as a nazi activist goes back to the 
1960s, when he was a member of both the 
old British National Party and the National 
Front. In 1968 he launched the first of sever- 
al far right outfits, the optimistically named 
5,000 Group. This was followed by the 
Salvo Society, which often went only by its 
initials. In 1969 he promoted a pro-Powell 
conference to launch a united far right cam- 
paign against immigration. 

He also carried out campaigns against left- 
wing students that involved shotgun blasts at 
halls of residence at Essex University and at 
least one bombing of the offices of an anti- 
Vietnam war protest group. 

The year 1969 was not a good one for 
Norris as he received a six-year prison sen- 
tence for a series of offences involving 


young children. He was convicted of unlaw- 
ful intercourse, incest, procuring his own 
children for unlawful sex and a stack of 
other offences. Despite this sickening cata- 
logue of child abuse, Norris was welcomed 
back into the far right. 

His time in prison did nothing to stop his 
bizarre activities, and he went on to launch 
the Anglican Satanic Church under the 
pseudonym Father Raoul Belphlegor. Join- 
ing him in this enterprise was the Blackburn 
devil worshipper Magdalane Graham. 
Together they produced a satanic publica- 
tion, Dark Lily. On a recruiting tape, Norris 
and his church’s high priestess, Mother 
Lilth, hinted strongly that paedophile prac- 
tices were part of the group’s ceremonies. 

Norris and Myatt became acquainted 
through the extreme nazi British Movement 
and their common interest in satanism. 


Suspicion over the consequences of their 
connection arose after the murder of the 
peace campaigner Hilda Murrell in 
Shrewsbury in 1985. Despite Norris’s sick- 
ening past and convictions, he was able to 
establish himself as a private investigator, 
eventually obtaining a contract to spy on 
anti-nuclear protesters. Murrell was a key 
target for supporters of the nuclear project 
and was due to give evidence against the 
Sizewell enquiry before her untimely death. 

Quite who killed Murrell, in a murder 
involving bizarre satanic connotations, has 
never been established. However, police 
were sufficiently interested in Myatt, who 
lived nearby in Church Stretton, to question 
him over the murder. The man who gave 
Norris the contract to spy on the protesters, 
Barrie Peachman, put a gun to his mouth a 
few weeks after the murder. 


Left: Victor Norris, convicted child rapist and satanic nazi. Centre: Magdalene Graham, Norris’s former devil- 
worshipping partner whose creed includes paedophilia. Right: Peter Newman, one of Norris’s nazi cohorts. Together 
they infiltrated the Conservative Party in Essex in the early 1970s 
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us; everything NS stands for — folk, family, 
etc — these people are against. The Fuhrer 
would turn in his grave. We are not prepared 
to tolerate these people anymore and now 
Satanists are trying find their way in, we must 
act. All Satanism and Satanists are dirty scum 
who use this bullshit as a front for child 
molestation.” 

The same bulletin called for the boycott of 
another satanist, Stephen Cox, alleging that 
he peddles illegal child movies. 

How times have changed. These days Cox 
regularly receives NSM material at his 
Reading flat, in a house in which Marco 
Lockhorst, another NSM member, also has a 
flat. A coincidence? Searchlight thinks not. 

Cox, a close political ally of Myatt, runs 
the Fraternity of Balder, another satanist 
group, formed in 1990. Like the ONA, the 
Fraternity of Balder is dedicated to Aryan liv- 
ing and offers physical and military train- 
ing alongside an extensive political and 
satanist library. During the 1980s Cox 
lived alongside Myatt in Church Stretton 
and worked as a teacher. 

Balder, which advertises male-bonding 
rituals, is the public face of Cox’s 
satanism. A more secret and sinister 
organisation is the Fraternitas Loki, a 
group that takes its name from the Nordic 
god, Loki, who led the evil forces at the 
final battle of Ragnarok. According to its 
own propaganda: “The New Order suc- 
ceeding Ragnarok will not arrive without 
intervention of the Dark Twin: the 
ambivalent, bisexual, resourceful, daring 
and handsome Loki.” 

Its literature reveals the underground 
nature of its activities. “Unlike other mat- 
ters in Balder the Fraternities Loki is quite 
covert as was the case with the original 
Black Order of the closing years of WW2 
and the esoteric war of post 1945 — a sub- 
terranean reality and unknown to all but a 
few.” 


Occult-fascist axis 


The ONA and the Fraternity of Balder are 
two elements of the Occult-Fascist Axis, a 
nazi-satanic alliance encompassing organ- 
isations in several countries around the 
world. According to the New Zealand organi- 
sation The Black Order, the Occult-Fascist 
Axis heralds the modern nazi renaissance: 

“These ‘sinister’ esoteric societies proclaim 
the ‘Daemonic revolution’, to usher in the 
New Order on the collapse of the Old; a New 
Order that will reawaken the Dark soul of 
man, that he might live as a totality with the 
Light and the Dark returned to balance. These 
esoteric societies recognize Fascism (whether 
called by that name or not) as the political 
expression of primal truths. They include The 
Black Order of Pan-Europa, Fraternity of 
Balder, Order of Nine Angles, Abraxas 
Foundation, Blood Axis. 

“All such groups are playing their part in 
the unfolding Aeonic destiny and the 
approach of Ragnarok. Fenrir is about to be 
unleashed!” 

The Black Order from New Zealand and 
the American Blood Axis both advertise 
Myatt’s national socialist series alongside 
ONA material. Leading the Abraxas 
Foundation is James Martin, who recently 
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courted controversy within the satanist com- 
munity when he wrote an article in a pae- 
dophile magazine. His supporters have 
defended him by claiming that an interest in 
these magazines does not necessarily make 
him a paedophile. 

One of the clearest examples of nazi-satan- 
ic connections emerged during the proceed- 
ings currently taking place to deport Steve 
Sargent, another of the NSM’s leaders, and 
Hervé Guttuso, a French nazi activist living 
in England, to France for their alleged inter- 
national nazi activities. Investigations, arrests 
and some convictions in France have revealed 
that those allegedly involved in inciting to 
racial hatred and issuing death threats are 
members not only of nazi groups but also of 
two satanist groups, The Order of the Sacred 
Emerald and the AMSG, the Latin title of 
which translates roughly as “to the greater 


Steve Sargent, now left in a very unenviable 
position because of the antics of the NSM’s 
satanic leaders 


glory of Satan”. Some these cranks have been 
convicted of digging up the body of a young 
girl, having sex with it and mutilating it. 

It can only be assumed that Myatt sees the 
NSM as an opportunity to further the ONA’s 
crusade. In a recent interview for another 
satanist publication, Christos Beest outlined 
the ONA’s immediate aim as the destruction 
of the present order “by any means necessary 
...”. He saw the three principle elements of 
this as Human Sacrifice rituals, i.e. removing 
opponents to their satanist cause; “practical 
involvement in Revolutionary forms”, by 
which he could be referring to involvement in 
the NSM; and the establishment of ‘“‘an eso- 
teric rural Community that defiantly seeks to 
create a new type of society within this pre- 
sent diseased one”. 

It is only logical to assume that Myatt and 
his wacky friends also hope to recruit through 
their political involvement. Through a gradu- 
al process of political education he hopes to 
convince a selected few within the organisa- 
tion to join him on the “Dark Side”. It is per- 


haps unsurprising that Myatt is currently urg- 
ing the NSM to establish a rural retreat some- 
where in the West Midlands. Could this per- 
haps be the same rural retreat that Christos 
Beest, Hel, Anton Long and Stephen Brown 
are currently forming? 

Searchlight looks forward to receiving 
feedback from any NSM members who 
decide to join the retreat. If nothing else they 
will have a few stories to tell, that is if they 
are not selected for the “cull”. Quite what 
other NSM supporters will make of these rev- 
elations remains to be seen. No doubt they 
will refuse to believe the allegations and con- 
tinue to accept Myatt and his satanist friends 
in the organisation, a fact that says as much 
about them as about Myatt and his friends. 

Within the past year, changes have clearly 
been under way at the centre of Myatt’s nazi- 
satanist network. Some groups are believed to 
have gone completely underground, while 
others are operating as semi-public propa- 
ganda outlets. A message passed among 
satanists on the Internet last year 
described the ONA as follows: 

“Essentially the Order is secret — and 
intends to remain so as far as most of its 
members and activities are concerned. 
However its teachings and traditions have 
been made public, that is, available — thus 
enabling any individuals who may be 
interested to follow (if only in part) the 
way of genuine Satanism, for those indi- 
viduals by doing so (however slightly) 
will aid the sinister dialectic, increasing 
the dark forces presenced on Earth. Some 
of these individuals may progress towards 
the Order. Currently the Order has gone 
back to being totally underground, having 
completed their mission to spread their 
work.” 

It seems that the current investigation 
into the ONA has quickened its return to 
underground activities. Within days of 
learning about inquiring journalists, the 
ONA withdrew its material from the 
Internet, with Myatt himself issuing the 
NSM Information Bulletin and circulating 
e-mails to anyone who would read them. 
This only adds weight to the speculation 
that there is something far more sinister 
behind the ONA. With its fascination with 
sex and human sacrifices, the worst can be 
imagined. 


Postscript 


In the early hours of 16 March, Myatt e- 
mailed Searchlight claiming he was not a 
satanist and asking us to stop our pursuit of 
him. When we exposed him in the 1980s, he 
wrote us a letter claiming we had got our 
facts wrong. Our reply then was “pull the 
other one, it’s got bells on”. 

Searchlight is in possession of almost 
everything Myatt has published in recent 
years and there can be no doubt that the truth 
is the exact opposite of what Myatt claims. 

Myatt’s e-mail states: “I really do believe in 
being honourable”. In his latest piece of clap- 
trap, Defiance!, he writes “It is necessary for 
us to sacrifice ourselves — to die — so that our 
race may live” — his satanic regeneration bit. 
So, David, in the steps of Hitler, Himmler, 
Goebbels and the Samurai warriors you so 
admire, if you’ ve got the guts for it, feel free. 


Tony Williams: nazi fanatic, pagan, financier 


espite being only 42, Williams is a 
D seasoned campaigner on the British 

far right, having been active since a 
teenager. Over the years he has been involved 
in the British Movement, National Front, 
National Socialist Workers Initiative and 
more recently the Combat 18 umbrella group, 
the National Socialist Alliance (NSA). 

The son of a rich right-wing businessman, 
Williams has never been short of money. 
During the 1980s he gained a reputation for 
being a playboy after attending several NF 
events in a red Porsche. More recently he has 
developed a liking for Harley Davidson 
motorbikes. 

In 1982 the young Williams was given the 
honour of escorting Savitri Devi’s ashes to 
their resting place at the home of the 
American Nazi Party in Arlington, Virginia. 
For several years she had been his inspiration, 
embodying a strong pagan and racist spirit. 
She wrote a series of books about nazism and 
Adolf Hitler, whom she believed to be a rein- 
carnation of the ancient Egyptian king 
Akhnaton, later reborn as Ghengis Khan. 

In a period away from the visible nazi 
scene Williams courted a young German 
woman, Sonja Hintze, who co-hosted Hitler 
birthday celebration dinners at their Suffolk 
home. In 1989 Hintze surfaced in a another 
guise: running Greenwave, an ecological 
front organisation for the Political Soldier 
wing of the NF, which at that time was being 
run by Nick Griffin, Patrick Harrington and 
Derek Holland. But by 1990 Hintze was 
active with the rival NF Flag Group. 

Williams followed Griffin out of the NF 
and is believed to have funded some of his 
wilder third positionist activities. However it 
soon dawned on the slightly naive Williams 
that he was being taken for a ride. Today he 
almost spits with rage at the mention of 
Griffin’s name. 

After a few years in the political wilderness 
Williams reappeared as the backer of John 
Cato, a young nazi who had been among the 
founder activists of Combat 18. A series of 
publications appeared under Cato’s name 
which were ideologically pure in both a 
national socialist and a pagan sense. It was 
clear that Cato had neither the money nor the 
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During the split in early 
1997, he threw his support 
— and possibly money — 


ability to produced this quality of nazi materi- 
al. Williams’s extensive and expensive com- 
puter equipment appeared to be the source 
both of the key articles and of the layout. 

Williams and Cato split up in the mid 
1990s after a clash the reasons for which are 
still not openly spoken about, and Cato’s 
Acorn Press publishing empire vanished. 

Cato’s other closest associate at the time 
was Paul “Sid the Snake” Jeffreys from 
Leeds, with whom he ran Life Rune Books, a 
nazi mail order book service. Jeffreys, in turn, 
is one of the few trusted associates of the nazi 
postwar godfather Colin Jordan. 

Williams returned to public activity in the 
NSA and spoke at a meeting in the Midlands. 


behind the Sargent camp. 
He joined the NSM at its inception in July. 

Williams has only recently returned to pub- 
lishing nazi material, this time for the NSM in 
the form of a glossy magazine called Column 
88. It is being used as a vehicle for his and 
Myatt’s thoughts on nazism. 

Williams’s base of operations is the Old 
School House in the Constable Country vil- 
lage of Capel St Mary in Suffolk. The Gothic- 
style building with its Hitler shrine and other 
interesting aspects of interior design is situat- 
ed at the gates of the village primary school. 
It would be interesting to know whether the 
local parents are aware of what political and 
pagan depravity goes on in a house that their 
children have to pass each day. 

In the mid-1980s, while NF organiser for 
Ipswich, Williams was quoted in the music 
magazine, Sounds, attending a skinhead gig. 
This is “the first time British men have ever 
been able to get together and enjoy them- 
selves like this,” he told the female reporter 
excitedly. “We do have some nice girls in the 
NF, but not enough. I mean look at that one 
(pointing to a skinhead girl), isn’t that the 
ugliest thing you’ ve ever seen?” 


Above: the second issue of Column 88, 
Williams’s latest vehicle for his and 
Myatt’s sick politics. Above right: John 
Cato peeps out from his Lincolnshire 
hideaway. The Oak was published by 
Cato’s Acorn Press but written and 
financed by Williams. Left: Williams’s 
home hard by Capel St Mary Primary 
School 
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Anderson plays fairy 
sodmother to 
anti-paedophile group 


A new strand of fascist activity made an 
appearance on the streets of London on 24 
January. While loyalists and some of their 
nazi supporters were confronting the annual 
Bloody Sunday march in Holloway, north 
London, in Whitehall a strange mixture of 
people had gathered to demand firmer gov- 
ernment action against paedophiles. 
Searchlight would almost automatically give 
them the thumbs up ... until we looked a bit 
closer. 

The Yellow Advertiser, a series of free 
sheets in east London, had for some time 
been promoting the activities of a group call- 
ing itself People Power. Founded after the 
killing of a local young child and with the 
support of well known figures such as boxer 
Frank Bruno and football manager Terry 
Venables, the group had set out to demand 
action against child killers. 

Some police officers had thought the 
group’s language and actions a little too stri- 


dent, but the local press had 
endorsed the group and its plan to 
take a petition to Downing Street. 

Searchlight smelt a rat, or in this 
case several, and decided to send a 
photographer to the public event. 

It looked more like a mini fascist 
rally than a grassroots parents’ 
demonstration. The former chair of 
the National Front, Ian Anderson, 
was marshalling people around. Standing in 
the middle of groups of young children and 
parents were Bill Binding, the former British 
National Party parliamentary candidate whom 
Searchlight revealed last year was the number 
two in the British Ku Klux Klan, and Paul 
Ballard, a long-time notorious nazi who has 
been a senior BNP activist. Other well known 
nazis were scattered around as well as mem- 
bers of the National Democrats, the group 
Anderson currently leads. 

The carrot-headed young video technician 
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On the march with People Power. Top: 
lan Anderson (far left) Above: Barnaby. 
Left: Bill Binding (right). Below left: 
white-haired Paul Ballard 


known as Barnaby, who is busy setting up the 
BNP’s video production unit, was also on 
hand. Searchlight is very keen to obtain more 
information about this man, who is thought to 
come from east London or Essex and be a 
student of video and film studies. With Paul 
Henderson, who now appears to be the BNP’s 
regular stills photographer, he is developing 
Nick Griffin’s dream of a fully equipped US 
nazi style production outfit. 

The BNP members were more than a little 
put out to find two black Guardian Angels 
present and were forced to leave the BNP’s 
latest leaflet in the plastic bags they were car- 
rying. This leaflet pictures and identifies a 
series of children murdered by paedophiles. It 
is very unlikely that the BNP obtained the 
consent of the young victims’ parents and the 
leaflet represents a monstrous exploitation of 
these children for extremist political ends. 

The families of the victims, and those who 
campaign to make Britain a safer place for all 
children, need to realise that if they want to 
find nazi child abusers and killers, they do not 
have to look very far from groups such as the 
old NF and the current BNP. 

The Moors murderers, Brady and Hindley, 
had strong nazi associations. 

Ken Walsh, a former BNP candidate and 


activist, was being 
sought by the police 
last year after taking away an underage girl. 
His perverted practices with children in 
Thailand are a well established fact. 

Roger Evans, an activist in Tower Hamlets 
NF, was under investigation for paedophile 
activities at the time of his death. 

Norman Lyons, a former police officer 
from Waltham Forest and an active NF 
member, was sentenced to six years’ jail for 


One marcher 
sported a 
loyalist Red 
Hand badge on 
his collar 


sexually assault- 
ing an eight-year- 
old boy. 

Colin London 
and David Nash, 
two NF members 
from Chelmsford, 
got two and one 
year prison sen- 
tences respective- 
ly for assaults on 
a 13-year-old boy. 

Brothers James and Danny Field, recidi- 
vist criminals and NF officers and activists 
from Islington, falsely imprisoned a young 
woman. She suffered serious internal injuries 
after being raped by Danny and sexually 
assaulted by James. James got eight years and 
Danny 16 months. 

Nicholas Rudd, an NF supporter, got a life 
sentence for the murder of a gay retired 
teacher. He tortured and mutilated his vic- 
tim’s body, carving the letters NF into his 


flesh. He had spent the days before the attack 
with a number of rich nazi perverts in 
Brighton and London who preyed on young- 
sters in the NF. 

John Shippen of Newcastle BNP got six 
months in prison for a sexual and racial attack 
on a 17-year-old Asian woman. 

Victor Norris, a member of the NF and the 
original BNP, was jailed for six years for sex- 
ually abusing his own children and procuring 
them for sex with others. A satanist, he con- 
tinued his vile activities after being released 
from prison (see page 7) 

Dennis Nilsen killed at least 14 young 
men, some from the nazi skinhead scene and 
several whom he had shared sexually with 
older members of north London branches of 
the NF. 

Ken and Linda Bass from Brighton stole 
£700 collected by the neighbours of two mur- 
dered children on the estate where they lived. 

The Independent on Sunday broke the story 
of Anderson’s role in People Power. The 
group’s organiser claims he is merely their 
printer. It looked like more than this at 
Whitehall. We hope that People Power and 
the Yellow Advertiser will make sure they are 
not tainted by associations with such people 
in the future. 


When the National Front and some 
hangers-on returned to Dover last 
month for their second march 
against Roma refugees, the police 
mounted a huge and costly opera- 
tion to protect probably less than 40 
nazis from an angry counter demon- 
stration some hundreds _ strong, 
called jointly by Trade Union 
Friends of Searchlight and several 
local and _ national anti-fascist 
groups. 

After an hour’s game of push and 
shove between the police and anti- 
fascists on the sea front, the fascists 
were eventually forced through for a 


The public pays as police protect fascists 


short walk and meeting before being 
rushed out of town on their half-empty coach. 

Over 20 anti-fascists were arrested but only 
a few were charged. What the police did, 
however, was video and photograph every 
single anti-fascist demonstrator through their 
Electronic Gathering Teams. One police offi- 
cer was heard to remark that there were so 
many team members present it was like an 
EGT rally. 

The questions that arise from the police 
operation are, firstly, who foots the bill, 
which must run into tens of thousands of 
pounds at least, and why were the fascist 
marchers allowed to break several laws per- 
taining to racism and even stalking. 

Searchlight would also like to know why a 
bunch of supposed anti-fascist activists set 
about two members of the Parachute 
Regiment, who were drinking in a local pub, 
for no other reason than that they had short 
haircuts. This piece of stupidity put every- 
body at risk from their regimental comrades, 
who for good reason took a very dim view of 
this behaviour. As it turned out, a number of 
the paras, yes even those with short hair, 


expressed the view that the NF and BNP were 
a load of losers and tossers and declined a 
police offer to turn a blind eye to let them 
work over some innocent anti-fascists, the 
actual attackers having vanished. 

Kent Anti-Fascists are to be commended 


While the police did not use 
officers in riot gear or helicopters 
this time, they did cover the 
ground in a remarkable number 
of ways both physical and 
electronic. These ranged from 
camera positions on roofs and 
the ground, the use of dogs, an 
offshore craft and an officer who 
clearly thought he could walk on 
water but failed 


for playing a front-line role on both the recent 
counter demonstrations and providing valu- 
able research and up-to-date information over 
the Internet. Information on the campaign has 
been posted on the World Wide Web at 
http://www, canterbury,u-net,com/Dover,html. 
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Paul Robeson: 
Singer 
athlete 

anti-fascist 
lawyer 
actor 
activist 

Afro-American 


A man for all peoples 


Thursday, 9 April 1998 marks the centenary of the birth of 
Paul Robeson. Events are taking place across the world to 
celebrate the life and legacy of one of the most inspiring and 
gifted artists and activists of this century. 

In the United States, at the Grammy Award ceremonies 
on 25 February, Paul Robeson was given a posthumous life- 
time achievement award. This was a couple of months after 
a campaign to get a Robeson stamp issued this year failed 
before the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee. Nearly 
90,000 signatures were collected, and the campaign contin- 
ues with a target of 250,000 signatures. 

Events taking place this month all over the USA include 
film shows, readings, exhibitions and theatrical productions. 
A concert and several other events are being put on in 
Melbourne, Australia. The occasion will also be marked in 
Toronto, Canada, and in Europe events will take place in 
Switzerland, Finland and England among other places. 

In London the School of Oriental and African Studies is 
holding a three-day conference from 16 to 18 April (right) 
and as we go to press we are aware of events planned in 
Birmingham and Newcastle-upon-Tyne (contact Searchlight 
for further details). 

The National Film Theatre is showing some of Robeson’s 
films and at least one radio and one television programme 
are planned. 


political activist. He became internationally famous for songs 
such as “Old Man River’, and as a Shakespearean actor in 
“Othello”. 

Born in 1898, the son of a preacher who had escaped from slavery, 
he became deeply politicised by his experiences when he lived and 
worked in England in the 1930s. 

One of those rare individuals who excels in many different fields, 
Robeson was also an outstanding sportsman, becoming one of the first 
black men to be named “All American” in college football, considered 


P= Robeson excelled as an athlete, actor, singer, academic and 
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School of Oriental and African Studies 
Thornhaugh Street, Russell Square, London WC1H OXG 


Photoyraph by § Kaufman 


A CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF 
PAUL ROBESON (1898-1976) 


A three-day conference and exhibition 


16 to 18 April 1998 
Lecture Theatre, Brunei Gallery, SOAS 


Speakers incinde - 
LLOYD BROWN (COLLEAGUE AND FRIEND OF PAUL ROBESON AND AUTHOR OF THE YOUNG ROBESON) * 
HAKIM ADI ~ BILL ALEXANDER - THE RT HON TONY BENN MP - STEPHEN BOURNE ~ FRANCES 
HARDING - TREVOR PHILLIPS - GEORGE SHEPPERSON - MARIKA SHERWOOD AND OTHERS 


Admission at the door: £5 and £2.50 concessionary rate per day ( Saturday £2.50) 


The School can be reached easily from Russell Square, Goodge Street, Euston, Euston Square and Tottenham 
Court Road underground stations. Enquiries to 6171 323 6395 


to be one of the greatest achievements in 
the history of the game. He went on to 
become one of the first black men to 
play professional American football. 

As an academic Robeson graduated 
from Rutgers University with an assort- 
ment of honours for excellence. He was 
the first black law graduate to enter one 
of New York’s most prestigious law 
firms. 

In the cinema Robeson was the first 
black actor to rise to international 
prominence in film and, through his out- 
spokenness at the stereotyping of black 
actors, the first to bring dignity and 
respect to black characters. 

Robeson’s views became steeled in 
the crucible of 1930s anti-fascism and 
he was a staunch fighter against anti- 
semitism as well as racism against black 
people. He argued that the Ku Klux Klan and 
segregationists were cast in the same mould 
as the Nazis and their supporters. 

Long before it was fashionable, Robeson 
sought inspiration in Africa. A supporter of 
the various national liberation movements 
there that came to prominence after the 
Second World War, he had spent time with 
several of Africa’s future leaders while in 
London. Before delivering a monologue from 
Othello, Robeson would describe Othello as 
coming from a culture as great as that of 
ancient Venice. 

Berated by right-wingers for his support for 
the Soviet Union, where he perceived great 
advances to have been made towards the 
eradication of racial prejudice, Robeson was 


Paul Robeson with a portrait of Patrice Lumumba 
presented at the Patrice Lumumba Friendship 


University in Moscow in March 1961 


Robeson as Othello, with Peggy Ashcroft, at the 
Savoy Theatre in London, 1930 


denounced as a communist. While he was 
close to many leading people in the interna- 
tional communist movement, and supported 
many progressive causes, he refused to 
answer whether or not he was a communist 
before the McCarthyite House Un-American 
Activities Committee. 

Robeson spoke over 20 different languages 
including several different African languages, 
Chinese, Russian and Arabic. He sang songs 
from the concentration camps and ghettos in 
German and Yiddish. His rendition of the 
American labour movement song “Joe Hill” 
is the version that most activists know and 
love. 

In 1949, as anti-communist fervour gripped 
the country, a Robeson concert was attacked 


Kenya. 


the union. 


material wealth ... 


= 


culture. 


at Peekskill just outside New York. The 
concert, in aid of the Harlem chapter of 
the Civil Rights Congress, was aban- 
doned as jeering crowds of “anti-com- 
munists” screamed “lynch Robeson” 
and “dirty kike” while pulling concert- 
goers from their cars and beating them. 
Robeson returned the following week 
determined that he and his followers 
would not give in to mob violence. 
Surrounded by trade unionists, he sang 
and showed the world that there was 
another, progressive, America. 

His political views and _ activities 
caused him to — suffer under 
McCarthyism, the strongest manifesta- 
tion being the withdrawal of his passport 
for eight years so that he could not act 
or sing abroad. 

For years, Robeson was made a non- 
person, literally written out of the history 
books. This is the price he paid for his out- 
spoken views on the issues of the day. He was 
a civil rights activist long before the post-war 
civil rights movement of Dr Martin Luther 
King and a black radical before the world had 
heard of Malcolm X. 

In later years, Robeson gained the respect 
and recognition within the United States as a 
freedom fighter which he had long had inter- 
nationally. Until his death in 1976 he contin- 
ued to insist that racism against black people 
worked hand in hand with antisemitism. 
Dedicated to black self-determination within 
the United States and the colonial powers, he 
fought tirelessly to aid national liberation 
movements in Africa. 


| ‘discovered’ Africa in London. That discovery — back 
in the twenties — profoundly influenced my life. Like 
most of Africa’s children in America | had known little 
about the land of our fathers. But in England, where my 
career as an actor and singer took me, | came to know many 
Africans. Some of their names are now well known to the 
world — Azikiwe, and Nkrumah, and Kenyatta, who has just 
been jailed for his leadership of the liberation struggle in 


Many of these Africans were students, and | spent many 
hours talking with them and taking part in their activities at 
the West African Students Union building. Somehow they 
think of me as one of them; they took pride in my successes, 
and they made Mrs. Robeson and me honorary members of 


| now felt as one with my African friends ... | learned that 
along with the towering achievements of the cultures in 
ancient Greece and China there stood the culture of Africa, 
unseen and denied by the imperialist looters of Africa’s 


| came to see the root sources of my own people's culture 
especially in our music, which is still the richest and 
most healthy in America ... and | came to learn of 
the remarkable kinship between African and Chinese 


Paul Robeson, “How | Discovered Africa”, Freedom, June 1953, 


quoted in The Whole World in His Hands by Susan Robeson. 
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One of us 


Paul Robeson had a great impact on activists in the anti-fascist and peace 


Mr ROBESON: | stand here 
struggling for the rights of my 
people to be full citizens in this 


country and they are not. They are not in 


movements in Britain. Searchlight interviewed Stanley Forman, who told 
his own story of how Robeson influenced him and how he came to meet 
him and escort him back from East Germany in 1963. 


including one that he made himself 

about Paul Robeson, Forman is the 
general manager of Educational and 
Television Films (ETV), a company that was 
set up nearly 50 years ago to distribute film 
from the socialist countries in Britain. 

The films on the shelves have titles that 
reflect a world that is largely gone and are 
now mainly sold to documentary makers as 
archive footage. As with his films, Forman is 
insistent that to know what Robeson meant in 
Britain it is necessary to understand the man 
in an historical and political context. 

Like many Jews from London’s East End, 
Forman first became politicised by the 
Spanish Civil War. He was an activist in the 
Labour League of Youth and later the Young 
Communist League (YCL), then a large and 
vibrant organisation. “We had several hun- 
dred members in the East End of London and 
a lot of activities,” explains Forman. 

“T like music, operfa, ballet, art, the theatre 
and read a lot. I was very quickly made the 
cultural secretary of the national YCL. We 
issued booklists of what we believed every 
intelligent YCL-er should read, from 


S urrounded by reels of cinema film, 


Shakespeare to modern time. We took parties 
of people to operas and ballets. I ran gramo- 
phone recitals, essentially of classical music. 
This was the immediate prewar period when 
it was a very substantial movement with 
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experts in every field.” 

Forman became a friend of Alan 
Bush, a communist composer who 
was a professor at the Royal Academy 
of Music. Through him he became a 
member of a Workers Music 
Association choir called the WMA 
singers. Reflecting on the period with 
nostalgia, Forman says that he was 
involved with lots of organisations at 
the time, “I belonged to everything, I 
was a joiner”. 

Forman claims that his real educa- 
tion took place at the Marx House 
Memorial Library in Clerkenwell 
Green in London. The library was set 
up in 1933 in response to the burning of 
books in Nazi Germany. He would attend lec- 
tures there on various topics from economics 
and politics to lectures by Professor Haldane 
on how the body works. 

Keen to study music and intending under 
Alan Bush’s guidance, to go to the Royal 
Academy of Music, Foreman’s plans were 
scuppered when war broke out. Instead he 
started his first job as an employee of the 
German-Jewish Aid Committee, an organisa- 
tion set up to look after Jews fleeing from 
Germany and Austria who settled in Britain. 
He went on to train as a draftsman and then 
worked for the local Communist Party in 
Leeds, where he had been evacuated with his 


Supporting a peace demonstration at Trafalgar Square, London, in 195 


Mississippi and they are not ... in 


Washington ... You want to shut up every 
Negro who has the courage to stand up 
and fight for the rights of his people ... 


That is why | am here today .... 


MR SCHERER: Why do you not stay in 


Russia? 


MR ROBESON: Because my father was a 

Slave and my people died to build this 

country and | am going to stay here and 
have a part of it just like you. And 
no fascist-minded people will 
drive me from it. Is that clear? 


House Un-American Activities 
Committee Testimony 1956 


family. He was called up into the army in 
1942, where he was eventually to became a 
sergeant-major after facing what he describes 
as a “tough war.” 

After the war ended Forman got a job edit- 
ing an army newspaper in Germany. 
Stationed near the Danish border in the north 
of Germany, he was responsible for the de- 
nazification of Kiel. 

As the Cold War commenced and de-nazi- 
fication ended, so did Forman’s army service. 
After his return to Britain he became general 
secretary of the British-Soviet Friendship 
Society. He then worked for a trade union for 
a short time before founding ETV in 1950. 
He says it was during this period that “I 
became an admirer of Robeson from 
seeing him at political meetings. I 
was bowled over by his personality, 
voice and stature and the fact that he 
was on our side. 

“IT saw him on the concert stage, 
bought his records. His music was 
part of our life, part of our culture. It 
was very significant to many many 
thousands of left-wingers particular- 
ly, though, of course, not only social- 
ists enjoy Paul Robeson. He was a 
great artist but was special because 
he was one of us. There was an affin- 
ity between Robeson and his audi- 
ence that is very hard to describe. We 
all looked forward to hearing him, 
people took their children; I even 
took my parents to hear him once. 
Someone who didn’t live through 
that period would find it hard to 
understand but a lot of the mystery is 
explained by the climate of opinion 
then. Fascism and antisemitism were 
still strong.” 

While on business in East 
Germany in December 1963, Forman 
was approached by a friend, Renate 
Mielke, who dealt with international 
relations for the East German Peace 


: : 
i bis 


workers’ concert in 1942 


Committee. She had been 
given the job of looking after 
Robeson, who was receiving 
medical treatment in East 
Germany after the years of 
hounding by McCarthyism 
had taken its toll on him men- 
tally. Forman was asked to 
escort Robeson back from 
Schonefeld airport with 
Harry Francis, the London 
organiser of the Musicians 
Union and a good friend of 
Paul and his wife Eslanda. 

Robeson’s treatment at the 
Buch clinic had finished and 
he was preparing to return to 
England before going back to 
the United States. He was 
apprehensive at having to run 
the gauntlet of journalists at 
the airport in London. 

This was the first time that 
Forman had met Robeson 
personally. “He was quiet, 
but very friendly, I sat with 
Eslanda and Harry Francis sat 
behind me with Paul. He was 
very appreciative that people 
were looking out for him. 

“In fact there wasn’t much 
problem with the press at the 
airport but our next fear was 
that they might be waiting at 
his flat at Connaught Place in 
Marble Arch. However, he 
got back safely and a short 
while after that returned to 
the United States. I cherish 
the hours of discussion that I 
had with Eslanda on that trip 
particularly. She was an 
amazing person in her own 
right.” 

Forman has always main- 
tained an interest in Robeson, 
reading the various books 
that have come out about him 


Robeson singing at Peekskill in 1949. Trade unionis 
human shield to protect him from an assassination plot. Below: at an American 


over the years and listening to his music. He 
becomes animated as he talks about the 
recently released Robeson CDs and how the 
music has endured. Referring to the famous 
Moscow concert that has just been released 
for the first time, he says “that’s the sort of 
concert that I heard over and over again.” 

Forman not only supplies films but has also 
made a number himself, including a Paul 
Robeson compilation that will be shown at 
the conference at the School of Oriental and 
African Studies in London this month. He is 
particularly proud of a film he made with 
Martin Smith called Compafiero, about the 
Chilean folk singer Victor Jara. Jara was 
killed on 11 September 1973 along with thou- 
sands of others by supporters of the fascist 
General Pinochet. 

On the one hundredth anniversary of 
Robeson’s birth Forman says: “Paul Robeson 
did a marvellous job and it lives on. The fact 
that the excellence and quality of the guy 
shines through in his recordings and writings, 
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An artist did not and could not live 
in some rarefied atmosphere far 
from the problems of the people 
... These things were becoming clear to 
me when one day in London, in the early 
thirties, | went out on picket lines to sing 
for workers in their struggle for better pay 
and working conditions. 

| turned to the workers as the real allies 
of my people. | began to sing for them. | 
gave up two years of my time then — way 
back in 1936-37 — to help build workers’ 
theatres in Great Britain, to help develop a 


ts and veterans form a 


in spite of the fact that he suffered for his 
beliefs, is the reason that people should be 
interested in Robeson today.” 


working-class culture in the full meaning 
of that term. 

| knew | was fighting for my people, the 
Negro people. Most of them were working 
people like these English workers, like the 
Welsh miners | knew so well. | tied all this 
together. | saw the same British aristocracy 
oppressing white English, Welsh and 
Scotch workers, and African and 
West Indian seamen, and the whole 
of my people in these lands. 


Here's My Story, Freedom, April 1951 (cited in 
Paul Robeson Speaks, edited by Philip Foner) 
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Robeson and the British labour movement 


aul Robeson developed strong links 
P with the British labour movement after 

living and working in England in the 
pre-war period. Keen to distance himself 
from the world of West End theatre, he 
became a supporter of the left-wing Unity 
Theatre. He appeared in its play, Plant in the 
Sun, to which he was attracted by its 
strong advocacy of the principles of trade 
unionism and the success that follows when 
black and white workers join together and 
strike. 

Hurt by the fact that even when his roles in 
film looked as if they would have him portray 
a black man in a positive light, by the time 
they were edited his character would appear 
as a stereotype, Robeson once vowed that he 
would never act on camera again. He tried to 
buy up copies of at least one film, Sanders of 
the River, to prevent its distribution. 

In 1939, however, an opportunity arose that 
fired his imagination and he starred in a film 
about the Welsh miners, Proud Valley. Filmed 
on location in the Rhondda Valley in Wales, it 
was based on the true story of a black 
American miner from West Virginia who 
makes his way to England, where he works 
on the docks, and then drifts to Wales when 
massive unemployment hits England. 
Retrospectively, this was the film with which 


Robeson was hap- 
piest artistically 
and politically. 

Robeson sang 
at many British 
labour movement 
meetings and 
remained firm 
friends with sev- 
eral of its leading 
activists. He sang 
at benefits in sup- 
port of the 
International 
Brigade in Spain 
and also went 
over to Spain in 
the midst of the 
civil war to sing 
to the Republican 
troops. 

Britain’s labour 
movement never 
forgot its great 
friend in his time 
of need. When 
Robeson’s _pass- 
port was taken 
away, a major 
“Let Robeson 


Memorial Meeting 


To the Englishmen of the 
International Brigade 
who died defending |. 
Democracy in : 
‘Spain 


* 


Free Trade Hall 
MANCHESTER 
Sept. 28th 
1938 


* 


NATIONAL MEMORIAL COMMITT 


Memorial Meeting under the Chairmanship of 
Alderman E. J. HART, J.P. 


* 
JOHN JAGGER, M.P. 
* 
FRED COPEMAN 
Commander, Elk Bann 


* 


Brigade (Organist Harold Higham, St. Peters, 
Ashton-under-Lyne). A roll of drums will precede 
the sounding of THE LAST POST. The audience 
is invited to join in this tribute, to rise, and to 
remain standing during the recital of A POEM 
and the sounding of 
REVEILLE 
* 
PAUL ROBESON 
‘accompanied at the piano by Laurence Brown. 
(hana csrery Fort 
* 


Collection 
taken by E. H. Brown. 


* 
HAMILTON FYFE 
* 
Im conclunon, the Audience is asked 1 join m the singing of Blake's “Jerusalem” (words overleaf) 


TRADE UNION FRIENDS OF SEARCHLIGHT 


Above: scene from Proud Valley, 
filmed in Wales in 1939. Left: Robeson 
supports the International Brigade 


Sing” campaign was initiated. It started 
with a resolution at the Scottish Trades 
Union Congress calling for the United States 
government to return his passport. A 
committee based in Manchester held a meet- 
ing in the Free Trade Hall with the black 
boxer and Communist Party member Len 
Johnson speaking, which drew a crowd that 
more than filled the venue. Local Labour 
Party members and the Jewish community 
turned out in large numbers. This was part of 
a worldwide campaign and caused consider- 
able embarrassment to the United States gov- 
ernment. 

When Robeson finally got his passport 
back in 1958 he came to England. He was 
described as “euphoric” at the reception that 
he received on his arrival. 


Trade Union Friends of Searchlight (TUFS) has just produced the 
fourth issue of TUFS News. If your union branch needs extra copies, 
or you would like to see a sample copy, then please contact the 
Searchlight office. In this edition we offer cheap rates for bulk orders 
of Searchlight magazine and the Searchlight Educational Trust’s 
community handbook. 

Rarely a day goes by without a call from a trade union branch to 
our office requesting information or offering to help with our work. 
If you think Searchlight can help you, or you have information on 
fascist activity in your area, then get in touch. 

Searchlight supporters from the North West Monitoring Group 
deserve a special mention for the excellent work that they are doing, 
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in particular meetings and joint anti-fascist literature with local trade 
unions. 

If your union branches reaffiliation is due this month then you will 
receive notification in the post. Please reply promptly to ensure that 
you don’t miss a copy of Searchlight or TUFS News. 

Trade union branches are invited to join TUFS for £50 a year, for 
which they will receive Searchlight every month, updates on trade 
union related issues, special rates for training, education and future 
publications and Searchlight Educational Trust’s widely acclaimed 
handbook, When Hate Comes to Town. 

Get your branch to join. Further details and application forms are 
available from 37B New Cavendish Street, London W1M 8JR 


SEARCHLIGHT 


ON THE WORLD 


Outrage over Riga SS march 


hile the Russian govern- 

ment is loathe to move 

against the growing openly 
nazi and antisemitic groups in Russia, 
it was quick to complain after the 
Latvian government allowed hundreds 
of former SS veterans to parade 
through the streets of Riga, the capital, 
on 16 March. Many even wore their 
old SS uniforms. 

The organisers of the rally said that the for- 
mer members of the Latvian Legion of the 
Waffen-SS were marching in remembrance of 
their dead. Apologists claimed the Legion 
was a nationalistic outfit formed primarily to 
fight the Soviet Union, which took over 
Latvia in 1940, rather than help the Nazis. 
The truth is rather different. On the eve of the 
German invasion of Latvia a team of pro- 
Nazi killers was formed under the leadership 
of a student named Arais. They set about 


slaughtering as many Jews and anti-Nazis as 
they could lay their bloody hands on. Some 
people say that by the time the first German 
troops reached Latvia, in some areas there 
were few Jews left alive to be shot by the 
execution squads or herded into ghettos and 
later the notorious Riga concentration camp, a 
hell hole where thousands of children were 
butchered. 

The Latvians, whom SS_ Reichsfiihrer 
Heinrich Himmler saw as ethnic Germans, 
were given many privileges and assistance 
that Waffen-SS units from other occupied 
countries never enjoyed. Despite their lofty 
position in the SS, there were few volunteers 
for the Latvian Legion and in its early days it 
remained based around the Arais murder 
gang with the addition of a few criminals and 
killers who joined after the nazis took over. 
Later most Legion members were conscripts. 

At the end of the war in the face of the 
advancing Red Army the SS_ leadership 


offered safe conduct to Germany to many of 
the Legion volunteers and their families, 
again on the basis of their ethnicity and their 
loyalty to the SS oath of allegiance they had 
readily taken. 

They were in fact given priority over 
Wehrmacht troops. At the war’s end many of 
the Arais gang interned in displaced persons 
and prisoner of war camps were spirited away 
to the USA. Others were recruited into the 
British intelligence services, and as part of 
the deal a number of senior SS men and 
German occupation civil servants were 
allowed to settle in Britain. 

There was outrage when it was revealed a 
while ago that some of these Latvian SS men 
were receiving German war pensions while 
surviving victims were forced to live out their 
years in poverty. The Latvian government’s 
solution was to offer to house both killers and 
victims in the same old people’s homes in 
Latvia. 


Police clear the way for nazi marches 


“Against any right-wing consensus” was the 
slogan for the second attempt to organise a 
nationwide anti-fascist demonstration in the 
small town of Saalfeld in the east German 
state of Thiiringen on 14 March. 

On the first attempt, in October 1997, 
police arrested around 450 anti-fascists who 
tried to demonstrate against the growing fas- 
cist presence in Saalfeld, despite a state ban 
on demonstrations. At that time the police 
were heavily criticised for their treatment of 
the anti-fascists, who were thrown en masse 
into an unheated and abandoned former east 
German prison, threatened with rape and 
physically abused and, after 48 hours in cus- 
tody, bound with plastic handcuffs, put into 
trains under police guard and sent back to 
Berlin and Leipzig. 

This time, local politicians and Thiiringen’s 
Social Democratic Interior Minister, Richard 
Dewes, permitted the anti-fascist demonstra- 
tion, which had the support of local churches, 
trade unions, the Party of Democratic 
Socialism, Green Party members and anti-fas- 
cist groups throughout Germany. But the 
route to the centre that the demonstrators had 
planned to take was instead given to the nazi 
Nationaldemokratische Partei Deutschlands 
(NPD). 

The nazis’ reaction to the application for an 
anti-fascist demonstration in Saalfeld had 
been the same as in October. Frank 
Golkowski, the NPD’s leader in Thiiringen, 
applied for a permit for an NPD march in the 


PO 


and escorted out of 
Thiiringen. 

Only about 
3,000 anti-fascists 
managed to reach 
Saalfeld to convey 
the message that 
neither state 
repression nor nazi 
terror nor a com- 
placent population 
will prevent anti- 
fascist _ protests. 
Halfway along the 


hope that the state would prohibit both 
demonstrations on the grounds of “danger to 
public safety”. Instead the local commission- 
er gave him the anti-fascists’ route and told 
the anti-fascists to demonstrate on the out- 
skirts of the town. 

On the day police used roadblocks to pre- 
vent around 1,500 anti-fascists reaching 
Saalfeld. In one place, about 30 kilometres 
south of the town, police stopped 14 buses 
from Leipzig and Berlin on the motorway. 
When anti-fascists alighted with banners in 
their hands, they were attacked by police 
guided by helicopters and armed with Mace 
gas and batons. About 150 were arrested and 
500 were forced to get back on their buses 


Left: Friedhelm Busse (left), one of the leaders of the nazi 
march through Saalfeld. Right: Oliver Schweigert (left), who 
helped lead the nazis through Libeck the same weekend 


route the police 
violently attacked 
the demonstrators, 
forcing them to 
turn back earlier than planned. 

Meanwhile, the NPD fascists had no prob- 
lems holding their march in the town centre. 
About 200 nazis responded to the call to “pre- 
vent the red front from torching Saalfeld”. 
Most of the fascists were young skinheads 
from the militant nazi  Thiiringische 
Heimatschutzbund (THB) in the Saalfeld 
region and the state of Thiiringen. 

Their march was led by Golkowski, Frank 
Schwerdt, former leader of the now disband- 
ed nazi Nationalen and a member of the 
national executive of the NPD, and Friedhelm 
Busse, former leader of the banned 
Freiheitliche Deutsche Arbeiterpartei (FAP). 

The state’s heavy-handed treatment of anti- 
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Above: Christian Worch, Hamburg’s 
leading nazi and Holocaust revisionist, 
who joined the nazi parade through 
Lubeck. Below: nazi lawyer Hans- 
Ginter Eisenecker (centre), who led 
the nazis through Neustrelitz 


fascists and its leniency towards fascists was 
mirrored in other events on the weekend of 
14 March in several other German towns. In 
Liibeck about 450 anti-fascists were taken 
into custody when they tried physically to 
stop the right-wing and fascist electoral 
alliance, Biindnis Rechts, from marching with 
street blockades and militant attacks. 

The police used water cannons and tear gas 
to clear the way for the 300 nazis, most of 
whom came from banned militant organisa- 
tions, including the Nationalistische Front 
and FAP. On the scene were such notorious 
figures as Christian Worch, SS-Siggi 
Borchardt from Dortmund and _ Oliver 
Schweigert from Berlin. 

In Neustrelitz, in Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern, the nazis succeeded in march- 
ing without police protection, in contrast to 
two weeks earlier, when anti-fascists man- 
aged to prevent a nazi march. Led by the nazi 
lawyer and NPD executive member Hans- 
Giinter Eisenecker and the leader of the local 
Kameradschaft, Ronny Klein, about 100 
nazis marched through the town. Around 400 
citizens answered a call for a demonstration 
by the mayor and the county commissioner, 
both of whom are Social Democrats, but their 
march never crossed paths with the fascists. 


From our German correspondent 
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Likud greets Fini’s fascist congress 


It was the “new” face of Italian fascism 
which dominated the official proceedings at 
the fascist Alleanza Nazionale’s three-day 
assembly in Verona in February. More than 
2,000 AN members and supporters attended, 
many personally invited and representing a 
cross-section of Italian business and industry. 

Gianfranco Fini, leader of the AN, was 
reportedly pleased with the results. Well to 
the fore in shaping both presentation and con- 
tent was Domenico Fisichella, one of Fini’s 
key strategists. His role in the AN has 
become increasingly prominent as his leader 
tries to replace the AN’s blackshirt image 
with a more respectable white-shirted one. 

Since the purge that took place at the AN’s 
inaugural congress at Fiuggi in January 1995, 
Fini has more than doubled the electoral sup- 
port commanded by his party’s predecessor, 
the openly fascist MSI. He has been able to 
mobilise up to 100,000 supporters onto the 
streets and is well on his way to establishing 
himself as the leader of the Italian right. 

Fisichella, a former Christian Democrat, 
has laid the basis for the AN’s political 
respray by wrapping traditional fascism in 
terms such as “the crisis of the Italian birth 
rate”, “the decline of patriotic values”, 
“decaying multi-ethnicity” and “the crum- 
bling Tower of Babel of pluri-culture”. 

These concepts are echoed by Fini himself. 
He constantly refers to the dangers of “one 
world-ism”, by which he is referring to the 
supposed “onslaught” of immigration from 
the Third World to Europe. Basing his argu- 
ments on the rising number of elderly people 
in Europe, coupled with falling birth rates 
among Europeans, Fini appeals to fears that 
white, Catholic cultural values will be 
replaced by the alien values of a rising, non- 
white, immigrant population: the old racist 
propaganda well packaged in bogus socio- 
cultural and economic jargon. 

It is armed with such ideas that Fini wants 


to install the AN as Italy’s biggest single 
political party. For his project to reach suc- 
cess, however, Fini must fulfil two objectives. 
Having defeated and restrained internal oppo- 
sition within the AN, he must neutralise his 
rivals on the fragmented Italian right and he 
must win new allies abroad. 

The second aim shows signs of a break- 
through. Present in Verona were the US 
Republican congressman Bob Young, who 
compared Fini’s wisdom with that of former 
US president Ronald Reagan, and Udi Cohen 
from the right-wing Likud Party in Israel, 
who brought greetings from his party. 

Closer to home Fini’s enterprise looks more 
fraught. For many of the former Christian 
Democrats the “reformed” fascist Fini is sim> 
ply not acceptable. These elements are busy 
creating Christian Democrats for the Republic 
to take over from Forza Italia (FI), the party 
of the discredited Silvio Berlusconi. The new 
party is already sweeping up the 33 MPs and 
25 senators who have defected from the FI, 
the Christian Democratic Union and the 
Centre Christian Democrats. 

The problem for Fini is that the AN’s fas- 
cist heritage keeps showing. While Young 
and Cohen were praising Fini in Verona, AN 
delegates outside the auditorium were signing 
petitions calling for the release of the Nazi 
war criminal Erich Priebke, the AN paper, // 
Secolo, was calling the supporters of the SS- 
installed Salo Republic “defenders of Italian 
honour”, and Azione Giovanni, the AN’s 
youth group, was on the Internet promoting 
the writings of Evola, Codreanu and Degrelle. 

As if this were not enough, a group of AN 
delegates caused further embarrassment by 
taking time out from the rally to visit Carlo 
Maria Maggi in hospital. Maggi was head of 
the nazi Ordine Nuovo in Verona and remains 
a prime suspect in the 1980s Piazza Fontana 
bombing in which several people died. 

From our Italian correspondent 


FN police suspected of Mafia links 


Three Front National police officers were 
arrested during police raids in Paris and 
Nanterre on 3 February. The raids, and anoth- 
er on the island of La Réunion on 8 February, 
netted a pile of weapons, police scanners, 
£15,000 in cash, the origin of which is sus- 
pect, and five other arrests. Police believe 
preparations were under way for a robbery. 

The police were acting on a tip-off from 
Italian police who suspect that those arrested 
have Mafia links. 

The FN police officers detained included 
Patrick Guillermic and Frédéric Jamet. Jamet, 
39, was formerly a boss of FN-Police. When 
that group was dissolved, he joined the fascist 
police union, the SPPF, which stands even 
closer to the FN. Jamet was also an FN candi- 
date in the regional elections. 

Clearly embarrassed by the arrest of such a 
prominent member, the FN’s leader in the Ile 
de France, Yves Le Gallou, has declared that 
“a frame-up cannot be ruled out”. 

The Jamet case could be linked with anoth- 


er case involving arms trading with Croatia 
and fascist activists. In February police 
rounded up four men and seized a large quan- 
tity of explosives. At first the explosives were 
thought to belong to the Basque organisation 
ETA but the police soon started pursuing 
another line of inquiry, which led to the far- 
right. One of the four men arrested is a 
French citizen, known to be a Croat sympa- 
thiser. At his home, police found 120 kilo- 
grams of explosives. 

Under the cover of “humanitarian work”, 
this fascist made frequent trips to Croatia and 
Germany and returned with weapons in a spe- 
cially converted vehicle. It is believed that he 
worked for another person, understood to 
have been a member of the Spanish terrorist 
organisation GAL, through which the Spanish 
Socialist government paid gangsters and fas- 
cists to conduct its “dirty war’ against 
Basques in the 1980s. 


From Reflex 


Polls bring mixed 
fortunes for nazis 


Dutch fascists suffered a severe setback in 
local elections on 4 March, when voters all 
but wiped them off the local council map. 
The increasingly hardline nazi CP ’86 lost all 
its seats, the Volksnationalisten Nederland 
and Nederlandse Volks Unie failed to win 
any, and the Centrumdemocraten retained 
only one of its previous 64 council seats. 

In 1994, the fascists won 87 communal 
council seats, 26 district seats in Rotterdam 
and some in Amsterdam. They retain just two. 

One is in Schiedam, a town with a fascist 
tradition near Rotterdam, where the 
Centrumdemocraten previously had four 
councillors. The other is in Utrecht, where 
Wim Vreeswijk of the Nederlands Blok, a 
breakaway from the Centrumdemocraten, 
managed to keep his council seat. 

The fascists averaged just over 1 per cent 
of the vote, compared to up to 10 per cent in 
1994. The reasons are the splits and rows 
among the fascists and the fact that, unlike in 
1994, protest voters had other alternatives. 

The local elections are an important pointer 
for the national parliamentary elections to be 
held on 6 May. On their latest showing, the 
Centrumdemocraten will probably retain only 
one of its three seats, provided that it wins at 
least 1 per cent of the vote. 

At present, it is unclear which fascist par- 
ties will enter the May election. In 1994, both 
the Centrumdemocraten and CP ’86 stood 
but, after their reverse in March, it looks 
unlikely that CP ’86, at least, will be in any 
shape to stand candidates. Both parties will 
find their finances badly depleted now that 
their income from public funds is cut off, as a 
result of losing their council seats, and will 
lose salaries, offices and meeting facilities. 
From our Dutch correspondent 


Denmark 


The far-right Danish People’s Party has 
tripled its representation in the Danish 
parliament after campaigning on a blatantly 
anti-immigration platform. The party, led by 
Pia Kjaersgaard took 7 per cent of the vote in 
the general election on 11 March. The poll 
left Prime Minister Poul Nyrup Rasmussen’s 
centre-left coalition and its allies with a one 
seat majority in the 179-member parliament. 


France 


Elections to 22 regional councils on 15 March 
left the Front National holding the balance of 
power in a number of regions. The new 
councils were due to elect their chairmen, 
which determines who holds control, on 20 
March, after Searchlight went to press. 

The FN took between 15.4 and 15.9 per 
cent of the vote, its highest score in 26 years. 
The Socialist, Communist and Green alliance 
took 40 per cent and was expected to take 
power in 15 regions. The centre-right coali- 
tion won 34 per cent of the vote. 

The FN’s result appeared unaffected by fall- 
out from the loss of the party’s sole represen- 
tative in the National Assembly, Jean-Marie 


Le Pen: facing assault charges 


Le Chevallier, after he was found guilty of 
funding irregularities and disqualified from 
standing for parliament for one year. 

Chevallier, who remains mayor of Toulon, 
has taken a leaf out of the book of his party 
colleague Bruno Mégret by nominating his 
wife, Cendrine, as the FN candidate in the by- 
election resulting from his demise. 

The wisdom behind this move seems to be 
his fear that party rivals could challenge him 
in his Var region stronghold. There had been 
suggestions that Jean-Marie Le Pen, the FN 
leader, might personally stand in the election. 

Cendrine Le Chevallier, the daughter of an 
old ultra-right monarchist, has been a member 
of the FN for more than 20 years. As deputy 
mayor of Toulon and in charge of youth 
affairs in the city’s administration, she wields 
enormous power in the FN in Var and is not 
the most popular figure among FN militants. 

Le Pen, however, has had his own prob- 
lems. In February he appeared before a mag- 
istrates’ court in Versailles accused of assault- 
ing a woman candidate of the Socialist Party 
on 30 May 1997 in Mantes-la-Jolie, near 
Paris, where he was supporting his daughter’s 
election campaign. 

Le Pen and his roving goon squad are also 
being sued for attacking anti-fascists on that 
day. In retaliation, the FN has brought counter 
charges against anti-fascists for using the slo- 
gan “F for fascist, N for nazi”. 

The public prosecutor has demanded that 
Le Pen be deprived of his civil rights for two 
years — which would rule him out of elections 
— and a fine of £2,000. The verdict of the 
court will be made known in April, which 
means Le Pen was still able to stand as a can- 
didate in the regional election in Alpes- 
Maritimes. 

The trials of Chevallier and Le Pen brought 
the FN out onto the streets with demonstra- 
tions designed to put pressure on the courts. 
Five thousand fascists marched in Versailles 
on 21 February and, a week later, 1,000 hit 
the streets in Marseille. 

The Marseille demonstration was attended 
by several of the FN’s leaders including 
Mégret, Jacques Bompart, mayor of Orange, 
and Chevallier. Curiously, Le Pen himself 
was missing. 

From Reflex with additional reporting in London 


sSWEDEN 


Growing scandal of 
EU money for top 
nazi 


Four years ago the German nazi solicitor 
Jiirgen Rieger, owner of the recently banned 
fascist “centre”? in  Hetendorf in 
Niedersachsen, paid £2.2 million for the 650 
hectare Sveneby estate near Mariestad, cen- 
tral Sweden. 

When his neighbours found out who the 
new owner of the Sveneby “castle” was, they 
were concerned that Rieger had bought the 
estate to set up another nazi training centre. 
The land is almost ideal for that purpose. 

Three years on, Rieger has shown only a 
minor interest in the estate, making few visits, 
and the only visible activity has been a bit of 
experimental agriculture and bull breeding. 

While small and medium-size farmers in 
Sweden have been hit hard by the recession 
in recent years, well-off estate owners — a cat- 
egory that fits Rieger — can obtain large-scale 
subsidies from the European Union. 

Over the past three years the EU agricultur- 
al policy has become a gold mine for a num- 
ber of counts and barons with large estates. 
Rieger has cashed some substantial cheques 
for several million Swedish kronor. The 
money is channelled through the Swedish 
Ministry of Agriculture, although the 
Ministry has little influence on decisions 
made in Brussels. 

In December last year Rieger received his 
latest cheque — for £90,000. This includes 
£10,500 in area development subsidies, 
£4,900 for ecological farming and £4,200 for 
bull breeding. Rieger was probably laughing 
all the way to the bank. 

Uta Bloch, a German MEP, is now asking 
questions about why the EU is financing an 
already wealthy nazi, while the Swedish 
Minister of Agriculture, Annika Ahnberg, say 
she “dislikes the situation” but has no legal 
means to prevent EU support for individual 
applicants. 

Although Rieger so far seems to have kept 
politics out of his milch cow, the Swedish 
Special Branch leaked a report in late 
February suggesting that he had plans to 
move his Hetendorf centre to Sweden. 


From our Swedish correspondent 


Jiirgen Rieger 
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Trial exposes Russian nazis’ official links 


An exclusive on-the-spot report by a special correspondent in Oryol 


A group of Russian nazis from Alexander 
Barkashov’s violent Russian National Unity 
(RNE) organisation are on trial in the city of 
Oryol for carrying out the contract killing of a 
woman and her child. The case is significant 
in that it highlights the measure of support for 
this criminal fascist organisation within the 
region, the fascists’ very real and cordial 
links with the authorities, and the sinister 
activities of the RNE underworld. 

Oryol, 350 kilometres south of Moscow, 
was the scene of one of the bloodiest battles 
between the Soviet Red Army and the 
German Wehrmacht and SS during the 
Second World War. In summer 1943, the Nazi 
hordes attempted to encircle the Soviet forces 
in a huge area between Belgograd and Oryol. 
The German manoeuvre resulted in a head-on 
clash between two powerfully armoured and 
motorised armies. The subsequent fighting 
continued for nearly two months and eventu- 
ally involved almost two million troops. 

The victory of the Red Army at Oryol was 
a major contributory factor in destroying the 
Nazi military machine and, for the first time, 
put the defeat of Hitlerism within reach on 
the Eastern Front. Today these momentous 
events are not much discussed or even prop- 
erly remembered in Oryol. Formal celebra- 
tions take place on the relevant dates each 
year, but the real significance of what hap- 
pened in 1943 — a crushing defeat for fascism 
— has been lost in a miasma of ritualistic 
statements about past feats of Russian arms. 

Now, a latter-day fifth column of homebred 
Russian nazis is getting ready to repeat the 
gruesome deeds of their German predecessors 
and appears to enjoy the complicity of some 
of those who organise the ceremonies and 
make the official commemorative speeches. 

The trial began last September after a group 
of RNE activists were arrested on various 
charges. The RNE is a paramilitary national- 
ist organisation with a network across Russia. 
Its members, who wear black uniforms and 
red armbands with a stylised three-fingered 
swastika, are known as Barkashovtsy after 
their criminally convicted leader. 

Igor Semyonoy, head of the local RNE 
branch, is accused of distributing a leaflet in 
December 1993 that threatened the city’s 
Jewish population with “bloodshed” unless 
they stopped celebrating the festival of 
Chanucah. The same leaflet labelled Judaism 
a “man-hating religion”. 

Semyonov is also charged with making a 
call to “organise real terror against the Jews” 
at an RNE rally in August 1994. Finally the 
indictment cites numerous statements from 
Semyonov’s speeches and publications in 
which he expounds Russian national superior- 
ity and urges terror against minorities. 

At the 1994 rally, Semyonov blamed the 
Jews and national minorities from the 
Caucasus for causing Aids and dealing drugs 
among the citizens of Russia, and branded 
them “enemies of the human race”. Following 
complaints about the speech, police raided 
Semyonov’s home and found lists of local 
Jewish residents, with addresses and tele- 
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RNE poster depicting Barkashov in 
front of his party’s symbol. The slogan 
is “To Russia - Russian order” 


phone numbers. According to the police 
deposition, Semyonov was sending this infor- 
mation to Moscow, where it was being stored 
in a computer database to await Barkashov’s 
rise to power. 

The police also uncovered detailed evi- 
dence of the RNE’s paramilitary activities, 
including the formation of so-called “assault 
detachments” and plans to set up arms dumps 
in the forests around Oryol. 

Three other RNE officers are also charged 
with distributing hate leaflets, while a fifth 
man, Dumnoy, is accused of enlisting 
Semyonov’s help to kill a female relative in 
order to get her apartment. The killers recom- 
mended by Semyonov were members of one 
of his assault detachments. 

The brutal murder of the woman and her 
small son, which took place in October 1994, 
sent a shock wave through the city and 
prompted the police to take a closer look at 
the RNE. The trail led first to Dumnov and 
then to Semyonov, who was finally arrested 
in a police swoop in January 1996. 

Despite the public outrage at the killing, 
Semyonov’s arrest sparked off a wave of 
sympathy for him in high places. First to leap 
to his defence was the local daily paper 
Orlovskaya Pravda, which is closely aligned 
to the authorities and rarely says anything 
contentious. In an article on the case, the 
paper said Semyonov was “very honest and a 
man of principle”. It went on to pose the 
rhetorical question: “In today’s Russia, can a 
Russian accused of insulting Jews prove his 
innocence?” 

Support for the paper’s pro-nazi, anti- 
semitic stance also came from members of 
Nina Andreyeva’s All-Russian Communist 
Party (VCPB) in a letter published on 30 May 
1997. These hard-core Stalinist nationalists 
confirmed that they knew Semyonov from 
“many years of joint practical activity”. One 
can assume they were referring to his former 


job with the local television station 
Nakanune, where he was officially employed 
as a cameraman but seemed to appear in far 
more programmes than he ever filmed. 

When Nakanune fired Semyonoy, the local 
VCPB branch protested. The fact that these 
“communists” perceived Semyonov as an ally 
illustrates the bizarre and perverse ideological 
and political links between the extreme right 
and extreme left in Russian politics. 

Andreeva’s VCPB is usually described as 
less nationalistic and more radical than 
Gennady Zuganov’s mainstream Communist 
Party of the Russian Federation (CPRF), 
which is the strongest single faction in the 
Duma, the lower house in the Russian parlia- 
ment. However, the situation in Oryol proves 
that extreme nationalism is being taken on 
board by all the anti-democratic movements, 
including those that paint themselves in the 
colours of Leninism. 

The VCPB and CPRF are bitter rivals. 
Because the VCPB had already climbed onto 
the RNE bandwagon, the CPRF was not 
going to be outdone and rushed to provide 
defence lawyers for the nazis ... the “red- 
brown alliance” in action. 

Incredibly, one of these lawyers, Nikolai 
Alekseyev, a member of the regional parlia- 
ment, echoed the RNE’s antisemitism by say- 
ing that “to celebrate Chanucah is like cele- 
brating the anniversary of Babi Yar”, a refer- 
ence to the mass murder of Jews by the Nazis 
in Babi Yar, near Kiev, in September 1941. 

But the biggest shocks were reserved for 
when the case went to court. Soon after the 
trial began, it became clear that the court’s 
sympathy lay with the defendant. Semyonov 
was afforded every opportunity to expound 
his racist theories, whereas witnesses who 
tried to demonstrate the criminal nature of the 
RNE were rudely interrupted by the judge, 
Alexander Kuznetsov. 

In his testimony, Semyonoy strove to prove 
two mutually exclusive arguments: that he 
had never spoken ill of the Jews or people 
from the Caucasus and that all his vile allega- 
tions against them were true. 

During the trial’s very first session, 
Semyonov was sounding off about how all 
citizens of “alien” religion would have to be 
interned and making slanderous and disdain- 
ful remarks comparing Jews to vagrants and 
tramps, as well as commenting “one may 
doubt the mental ability of the Jews”. 

Professor Sergei Shavko, a prosecution wit- 
ness, quoted Semyonov’s statement “I recog- 
nise Jews with flair’ as evidence of his 
attempts to stir national and antisemitic 
hatred. He was stopped by the judge with the 
remark: “You are used to lecturing at the uni- 
versity but there’s no need to teach us”. 

When Maya Halman, a Jewish woman, 
recounted her experiences as a victim of anti- 
semitism and described the pain caused by 
the RNE’s propaganda, the court was treated 
to another dose of Kuznetsov’s prejudices. 
“Why are you so sensitive to the Jewish reli- 
gion? Is it bad for you here? You have secret- 
ly assimilated Judaism!” he taunted her. 


It seems that in Kuznetsov’s view to live in 
Russia means to profess Russian Orthodox 
Christianity while all other religions are, by 
definition, subversive and anti-Russian. The 
Russian Orthodox Church has always been 
strongly infected with nationalist ideas and it 
was predictable that the local clergy would be 
wheeled in to defend Semyonov. 

On 3 November the court heard testimony 
from Vladimir Gusev, an Orthodox priest. In 
his lengthy statement, Gusev asserted: 
“Judaism is not just an aggressive but a 
destructive religion”, and “Chassids kill chil- 
dren, collect their blood, dry it and sprinkle 
Matzot with it”. His fulsome approval of the 
RNE was evident from his statement that 
“what Semyonov says conforms to what real- 
ly exists”. To support his statement, he quoted 
the words of the late Orthodox Metropolitan 
of St Petersburg, a noted xenophobe: 
“Judaism, in the Christian sense, does not 
have any positive significance”. 

The Orthodox bishop of Oryol had laid the 
ground for the twisted, hate-filled sentiments 
of Gusev last June by giving his religious 
blessing to the establishment of the so-called 
Orthodox Youth Union, chaired by the notori- 
ous RNE activist Dimitry Lyutykh, with 
Eugeny Shilin, a close associate of the bish- 
op, as his deputy. 

The initiative to create this ultra-right 
obscurantist outfit, however, came from deep 
within the Oryol regional government, whose 
head, Yegor Stroyev, connives with the RNE. 
Stroyev is more than just a regional leader. 
He chairs the Federation Council, the upper 
house of the Russian parliament and is a key 
figure in Russia’s power structure. A former 
Communist Party member and bureaucrat, he 
now portrays himself as “an independent 
administrator”, whose main business is the 
economy not politics. 

Stroyev’s triumph, with 95 per cent of the 
vote, in the 1997 elections for the regional 
governorship was described by the western 
media as a victory for common sense over 
party cleavages. But for those who have ever 
scrutinised his “neutral” stance, his backing 
for the RNE comes as no surprise. 

In autumn 1993, Emmanuel Mendelovich, 
a correspondent of the Moscow-based human 
rights paper Express-Kronika, asked Stroyev 
what he thought about the fascist revival in 
Oryol. Stroyev replied: “I believe the Russian 
people have the same right for a national cul- 
ture as all other peoples”. In effect, Stroyev 
was endorsing the RNE’s policy of violently 
imposing Russian culture on others. 


Barkashov supporters in the favourite pose of fascists the world over. Below: a 
young RNE member undergoes weapons training 


This conversation was reproduced in a 
book by the journalist Vladimir Sharlot, The 
Red Belt. The Jewish Question in Oryol. The 
first edition appeared in 1995 but in the sec- 
ond edition a year later Stroyev’s reply is 
omitted. The reason is obvious. By then, 
Stroyev had been elected chairman of the 
Federation Council. 

The mutual admiration and sympathy in 
which the nazi Semyonov and the “neutral” 
Stroyev hold one another is well founded. In 
a report in 1993 Semyonov wrote: “We have 
succeeded in getting acknowledgement in the 
regional administrative structures which firm- 
ly protect our back and allow us to conduct 
our work without fear of being arrested”. 

During that year, the RNE assisted 
Stroyev’s election campaign and __ later 
Semyonov worked for the regional committee 
of the CPRF’s Russian Union of Youth, 
which is firmly integrated in the regional 
administration in Oryol. Semyonov was even 
awarded an honorary badge for his work 
among young residents of the city, even 
though Stroyev knew the exact nature of his 
politics — he could hardly fail to notice that 
Semyonov added a swastika to his signature 
on all his letters, including those to Stroyev. 

With this background it was hardly surpris- 
ing that Semyonov refused to say anything 
about Stroyev when asked by the court. All 
he did was to proclaim proudly: “I have taken 
our visual propaganda material for examina- 


tion by the FSB and there was no criticism”. 
The FSB or Federal Security Service, the suc- 
cessor to the KGB secret police, had every 
opportunity to evaluate the bare-faced violent 
antisemitism and racism of the RNE’s posters 
and leaflets and gave the fascists the green 
light for distribution. 

The leaders of the Oryol regional parlia- 
ment have rejected any law banning the use 
of nazi symbols on the grounds that “there are 
no fascist organisations in the region”. Yet 
RNE posters emblazoned with swastikas dec- 
orate almost every other wall and five RNE 
activists are on trial. 

This monumental cowardice of the politi- 
cians is the norm in today’s Russia, where 
few raise their voices in favour of internation- 
alism and anti-racism. The forces of national- 
ist darkness are rising and to oppose these 
forces often means not only risking one’s 
political career but even one’s life. 

The outcome of the trial is far from certain, 
despite the massive amount of hard evidence 
presented by the prosecution. Many witnesses 
refuse to confirm statements made during the 
investigation and are intimidated by a court- 
room filled with Semyonov’s nazi friends. 

The situation in Oryol is by no means 
unique. Only two regions have attempted to 
hinder the RNE’s activities: Moscow, where 
the nazis failed to get through the official reg- 
istration procedure, and Sverdlovsk where the 
RNE was banned by a court ruling. 

Elsewhere, the RNE is getting stronger. 
The Barkashovtsy are especially influential in 
the southern city of Krasnodar, where the 
governor is ready to side openly with the nazi 
thugs, terrorists and killers. In Vladimir, east 
of Moscow, they have a well developed net- 
work of sporting clubs to lure children into 
their ranks and they patrol suburban trains 
alongside the transport police on a number of 
routes, including those going directly to or 
from Moscow, presumably to show their 
commitment to law and order. 

While western journalists and politicians 
fawn over Yeltsin and describe the Russian 
government as the guarantor of democracy, 
the fascists in Russia are making use of the 
breathing space that this “democracy” and its 
politicians so generously give them. 
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ON THE STATES 


White supremacist link 
to abortion clinic bomb 


ne man was killed and a woman seri- 
ously injured when an anti-personnel 
bomb exploded on the doorstep of an 
Alabama abortion clinic. The bomb went off 
as staff at the New Women AIl Women 
Health Clinic in Birmingham were arriving 
on the morning of 29 January. A nurse lost an 
eye and an off-duty policeman, who also 
worked as a clinic security officer, was killed. 

Violence aimed at medical personnel and 
clinics which provide abortion services is 
almost routine in the USA. Government 
agencies have recorded 190 such attacks 
since 1982. Five people were shot to death at 
clinics in 1993 and 1994, and 13 clinics were 
bombed last year. The Birmingham bombing 
appeared at first to be another obscenity 
perpetrated by anti-abortion fanatics on the 
violent edge of the Christian right. 

Relying on their own interpretation of 
Biblical scripture, Christian rightists contend 
that “life begins at conception”. Thus they are 
anti-abortion, period. The theology holds 
good whether the women are white or black, 
Christian or not. For ten years a significant 
wing of this movement has mounted massive 
civil disobedience campaigns called “res- 
cues” in an effort to create a Christian nation 
from its religious will. By blockading clinic 
doorsteps, these activists claim to be saving 
the “lives” of unborn foetuses. 

In recent years, however, the theological 
line dividing illegal but non-violent “rescues” 
from ordinary terror has been disappearing. A 
growing network of bombers and assassins 
argue publicly that murdering abortion 
providers is “justifiable homicide” in defence 
of the unborn. For the past three years, this 
network’s ideological guru, Michael Bray, has 
celebrated these killers at a “White Rose” 
dinner banquet held just outside Washington, 
DC. Seven days before the Birmingham 
bombing in January, about 100 people attend- 
ed Bray’s banquet. 

In the past, the Christian right’s approach to 
abortion has differed from that of the white 
supremacist movement. Classic Hitlerians 
such as William Pierce, for example, are 
eager to limit births by people of colour and 
Jews by any means they can, from abortion to 
sterilisation to genocide. Similarly, Willis 
Carto, who manufactures ostensibly populist 
organisations from his basement like an unre- 
strained Frankenstein, has demonstrated little 
taste for anti-abortion politics during the 
almost 40 years that his Liberty Lobby has 
been ensconced near the Potomac River. 
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Attorney Kirk Lyons, one of the many 
white supremacists based in western 
North Carolina 


Liberty Lobby’s tabloid, Spotlight, barely 
mentions the question, likewise Carto’s 
Populist Party when it first organised in 1984. 

Anti-abortion issues have recently become 
more apparent, however, as Christian Identity 
theology has spread through the Christian 
patriot wing of the white supremacist move- 
ment. Identity preachers routinely list abor- 
tion as one of the sins committed by white 
people, along with homosexuality and interra- 
cial marriage, for which America must 
repent. The result is predictable. In 1996 an 
Aryan group in Washington state targeted 
women’s clinics across the Northwest, along 
with newspapers and banks. 

The thin line which has divided Christian 
nationalists from white nationalists is now 
dissolving. At one point on the spectrum, Pat 
Buchanan’s presidential campaigns brought 
the electoral wings of both movements into 
the same house in 1992 and 1996. At another, 
the violent undergrounds of both movements 
have grown increasingly similar in their goals 
and tactics. There is evidence that Birming- 
ham is the latest site of this convergence. 

Letters to the media claimed responsibility 
for the Birmingham bombing in the name of 
the Army of God. This name has been used 
off and on by different groups since 1982, 
when three men kidnapped a doctor and his 
wife near St Louis. For several years an Army 
of God manual has circulated in the “White 
Rose” underground. 

The most recent letters, however, were 
unlike the manual, but were similar to Army 
of God letters claiming responsibility for the 
bombings in January 1997 at an Atlanta 
nightclub patronised by lesbians and a 
women’s clinic. No one was hurt at the night- 
club, but six people were injured at the clinic. 


In that attack a small bomb did little damage. 
But after police and fire personnel arrived, a 
second larger bomb exploded, spewing nail 
shrapnel — a clear sign that the bomb was 
aimed at people, not property. 


Olympic park bombing 

There is evidence that the Atlanta and 
Birmingham bombings claimed by the Army 
of God may be linked to the still unsolved 
bombing which killed one and injured 100 in 
an Atlanta park during the 1996 Olympics. 
For several months investigators have sus- 
pected that steel plates used to direct the 
explosion in the Olympic bombing were the 
same as plates used six months later at the 
Atlanta abortion clinic. (Now they believe the 
plates were all cut from the same batch at a 
North Carolina metalworking plant.) In addi- 
tion, flooring nails used in the Birmingham 
bomb were from the same manufacturer’s 
batch as those used in one of the Atlanta clin- 
ic bombs, although these nails do not match 
those used in the Olympic bombing. 
Authorities found these unusual flooring nails 
in a North Carolina storage shed rented by 
Eric Rudolph, a 31-year-old carpenter associ- 
ated with the Christian Identity movement. 

As a teenager Rudolph lived with his moth- 
er on an Identity compound known as the 
Church of Israel run by Dan Gayman about 
100 kilometres from Kansas City. Gayman 
has been a prominent movement fixture and 
in 1984 was given $10,000 (£6,000) in bank 
robbery proceeds by The Order. He returned 
the money to the authorities after he was 
caught with it. Rudolph lived under 
Gayman’s tutelage during that period. 

Western North Carolina, where Rudolph 
now lives, is also the home turf for several 
important white supremacists, including attor- 
ney Kirk Lyons in Black Mountain and 
Identity leader James Bruggerman in 
Asheville, as well as Ben Klassen’s Church of 
the Creator camp before he committed sui- 
cide in 1993. Immediately after the Birming- 
ham bombing Rudolph was traced to 
Cherokee County, when a pickup truck with 
licence plates registered to him was spotted at 
the clinic. Cherokee County is also home to 
another Identity camp known as Northpoint 
Teams, run by Nord Davis until his death in 
September 1997. According to the Southern 
Poverty Law Center, Rudolph frequented 
Northpoint, although Davis’s widow denies it. 

Nord Davis was an odd mix. A virulent 
antisemite, he also fitted the profile of a 
Reagan-era conservative. During the early 
1980s, for example, he actively supported the 
Nicaraguan Contras. He actively opposed 
Bush’s Persian Gulf War, on the other hand. 
Abortion and homosexuality were high on his 
list of evils. The mix of domestic and foreign 
policy positions he held was not dissimilar to 
the Buchananite confluence of white national- 
ism with Christian nationalism. 

Davis’s influence over Rudolph is not now 
known. Neither is the exact composition of 
the Atlanta-Birmingham incarnation of the 
Army of God. An arrest warrant has been 
issued for Rudolph, but as we go to press he 
has not been apprehended. He is presumed to 
be somewhere in mountainous and remote 
North Carolina, near Georgia and Tennessee, 
and just a couple hours from Alabama — an 
area certain to be filled with friendly faces. 


~ 


Searchlight interview 


Boff from Chumbawamba 
says ‘get involved’ 


n the midst of a heavy European tour 

Chumbawamba guitarist Boff took time 

out to talk to Searchlight about the chart- 
topping band and why he believes it is impor- 
tant to be involved in the fight against fas- 
cism. 

In an age where so many bands are manu- 
factured by the music industry it is rare to 
find one that has been together for a signifi- 
cant period before making the charts. 
Chumbawamba’s recent fame must make 
many think that they are a new band. 

But Searchlight readers who were young 
anti-fascists in the 1980s will remember the 
anarchist Chumbawamba as very much a part 
of the scene. Boff explains that the band has 
been together for 15 years. Their musical 
style has developed and changed over time 


HomeBeats — Struggles 
for racial justice 


The first thing that strikes you when you load 
up this CD-Rom is that it is awesome. From 
the opening sequence which bombards you 
with images of racism and the struggle 
against it, to the excellent Asian Dub 
Foundation soundtrack which plays through- 
out, this is a very slick production. 

A project of the Institute of Race Relations, 
the CD-Rom draws from the experiences of 


but retains the raw energy of 
punk music, a style that still 
influences the band even if they 
are singing a song acappella! 

Chumbawamba have always 
been political because of their 
experiences of the big anti- 
fascist campaigns in the 1970s, 
where there was suddenly a lot 
of information about what 
racism was and how to deal with 
it. During the 1970s many bands 
nailed their flag firmly to the 
anti-racist mast particularly as 
part of Rock Against Racism. 

Boff believes that music can 
influence youth: “It was a real 
eye opener seeing bands like the 
Specials and the Clash on stage. 
Until then I was just as racist as 
the next 15-year-old lad from 
Burnley, which at that time was 
pretty inherently racist.” 

With the local elections coming up Boff 
says it is important that people get out there 
and stop the fascists using the elections not 
only to inspire violence and hatred, but also 
as a platform to recruit and build their 
organisations. He has high praise for anti- 
fascists who have physically stopped the 


USA. Within that are UK places, including 
maps, and UK general topics sections. UK 
places includes sections on the history of 
Birmingham, Bradford, Brixton, Glasgow, 
Liverpool, London’s East End, Notting Hill 
and Southall. 

The People section has biographies of 50 
people. Entries in Visions vary from Rock 
Against Racism, The Black Panther Party Ten 
Point Programme, hip hop and the rejection 
of scientific racism. Images covers the black 
press in Britain, war propaganda, Victorian 
advertising, Victorian boys’ magazines and 
the American dream. 

The CD-Rom has a broad range of entries 


that organisation to create an inter- 
active history of racism in Britain 
and internationally. 

HomeBeats is divided into five 
sections: Memories, Places, People, 
Visions and Images. The difference 
between this and a book or video is 
that you can explore the CD-Rom 
in whichever way you want. There 
are direct links to related topics, 
which means that every user has 
the opportunity to follow the path 
that interests them, whether it be 
the black power movement in the 
1960s in the United States or the 
battle of Cable Street in east 
London in the 1930s. 

Memories includes a timeline of 
world events. In Places there are 
timelines and screens for Africa, 
the Caribbean, South Asia and the 
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fascists organising and encourages that 
tradition. 

To young anti-fascists Boff has this mes- 
sage: “Look at the different anti-fascist organ- 
isations that are about and make your mind 
up as to how you want to deal with fascism. 
Get involved!” 


in each section from the obvious or famous to 
the unexpected or less well known. In the 
People section, alongside Malcolm X and 
Claudia Jones is the former Searchlight edi- 
tor, Maurice Ludmer. What is important about 
HomeBeats is that it puts things in context, 
historically and geographically. 

Each section also has a quiz, in which all 
sections have to be completed before you can 
go into the DJ’s booth and mix together the 
various records that comprise the soundtrack. 
This gives it the feel of an adventure game 
with a goal that requires a journey through all 
five sections to complete the task. 

HomeBeats can, however, be used at sever- 
al levels and an index gives immediate access 
to whatever topic the user wants, giving it the 
feel of a multimedia encyclopaedia. Topics 
often appear in summary with the opportunity 
to click on an icon and read more detailed 
information. A selection of entries have video 
footage and/or sound. 

Directed at a younger audience HomeBeats 
comes with a study pack of exercises suitable 
for schoolchildren. But HomeBeats is a 
resource that is useful and enjoyable to all 
regardless of age. CD-Roms may never 
replace books, but they’re a whole lot more 
fun! 

HomeBeats is both Windows and 
Macintosh compatible. It is available from the 
Institute of Race Relations, 2-6 Leeke Street, 
King’s Cross Road, London WC1X 9HS, or 
call 0171 833 2010. Price £25 single user; 
£35 with study pack; schools should tele- 
phone for prices. 
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Lawrence 1 inquiry delayed 


The first session of the Stephen Lawrence 
inquiry was adjourned as soon as it opened 
after the family’s legal representative, 
Michael Mansfield, QC, requested the 
replacement of Sir William Macpherson of 
Cluny, the former judge who is chairing the 
inquiry, because of his tarnished record on 
race relations matters. 

The previous day The Observer outlined 
his poor record in judicial review hearings in 
immigration cases. Sir William angrily denied 
the claims, but the very next issue of Private 
Eye pointed out that one of the Observer’s 
points consisted of a direct quote from Sir 
William and that another of the allegations 
had been reported without complaint in 1990. 

The Lawrence family sought and got a very 
early meeting with Home Secretary Jack 
Straw to raise their concerns. The Home 
Secretary obviously stood by his choice of 
chairman and the family have now agreed to 
let the enquiry proceed. It was due to restart 
on 24 March. 

The family had faced an earlier upset when 
the plaque laid at the site of their son’s 
murder in Eltham was vandalised. 

Meanwhile, the Police Complaints 
Authority, which investigated the original 
police murder inquiry, has found that a num- 
ber of serious errors occurred in the initial 
investigations, but claims that these were the 
result of bad policing and not racism or racist 
attitudes by any of the officers concerned. 

Some of the officers have since left the 
police, but the PCA has recommended that 


Sessions will include: 


Education on Human Rights. 


violence. 


Holocaust Studies. 
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Facing Fascism, Antisemitism and 
Racism in the New Millennium 
A one-day international seminar, sponsored by the 
Spiro Institute and Searchlight Sergey Trust. 


# The American right after the Oklahoma snk trials. 
Leonard Zeskind, President of the Institute for Research and 


¢ German militarism and the Austrian elections. 
Graeme Atkinson, European editor of Searchlight and 
coordinator of Searchlight’s international network. 


® The nazi terror machine and the peddlers of hate. i 
Nick Lowles, television producer, author and expert on football | 


* Origins of antisemitism and Holocaust denial. 
Trudy Gold of the Spiro Institute, leading educationalist on 


@ International brains trust session. 
Chaired by Gerry Gable, editor of Searchlight magazine. 


Sunday, 10 May 1998 

at The Spiro Institute c/o London University, 
Kidderpore Avenue, Hampstead, London NW3 
Registration at 10.30 am. Sessions 11am to 5pm 


Tickets, £12.50, must be purchased in advance from the epic 
Institute (concessionary rates on enquiry) 


Stephen Lawrence 


one officer, who is still serving, should be 
disciplined for failing in his job. 

Like the other officers involved in the case, 
he is likely to be represented at the enquiry by 
legal counsel supplied by his union or profes- 
sional association. 

How strange it is then that counsel chosen 
to act for the enquiry itself should be a man 
with a long track record of working for the 
Police Federation, Edmund Lawson, QC. 


Wales against 
the nazis 


Welsh anti-fascist campaigners appear to 
have a much better ally in their media than 
anti-fascists in other parts of Britain. A recent 
report in the South Wales Evening Post shows 
the positive nature of campaigning with the 
media on your side. 

The paper reported that anti-nazi groups 
had joined forces “to launch a counter cam- 
paign to recent British National Party leaflet- 
ing. Around 20 representatives from the 
Force Against Fascism Cymru and the Anti 
Nazi League handed out leaflets on slamming 
the BNP. 

“The anti-nazi protest ended with two cam- 
paigners taking to the roof of McDonald’s in 
Castle Square to put up a banner. A 
spokesman said the group had no complaint 
against the burger chain but had simply cho- 
sen its roof as an ideal vantage point to hoist 
the banner. 

“He added: “With Swansea trying to project 
itself as a modern and tolerant city we need 
the nazis like the bubonic plague. The pres- 
ence of nazis in Swansea is an insult to all the 
people of the city.’” 

This is just one among several favourable 
reports of anti-nazi activity in Wales recently. 


The anti-nazi banner hanging from the 
roof of McDonald’s in Swansea, as 
seen in the South Wales Evening Post 


Our friend in the Northwest. 
Having bailed you out of your 
financial difficulties once, we 


are prepared to go again but 
only if you fulfil the rest of the 
requirements on our shopping 
list, especially more information 
than you have already given us 
about the Railway Children 


